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THE POWER DIRECTOR

“NEWS FROM THE RAILROAD WIRES”

AMTRAK: IT’S TIME TO BUILD

Panel presents solutions to improve reliability and mobility, solve rail

gridlock

WASHINGTON - Oct. 26, 2015 - Amtrak President & CEO Joe Boardman was

joined by a panel of industry experts at the National Press Club to highlight

the need to make infrastructure planning and investment a national priority.

Joined by Chicago Gateway Blue Ribbon Panel members Thomas Carper,

Amtrak Board of Directors member; Howard Learner, founder of the

Environmental Law and Policy Center in Chicago; and Jack Quinn, former

chairman of the Railroads Subcommittee of the House Transportation and

Infrastructure Committee, and president of Erie Community College, the

group discussed the nation’s infrastructure crisis, the growing problem of

aging infrastructure and railway congestion, and most importantly funding.

“Amtrak is doing what it can. But the root of the problem is lack of funding

needed to address the congestion challenge that contributes to these

delays,” said Boardman. “Persistent underinvestment leads to congestion

– and the lack of investment threatens our national economy.”

Nowhere are infrastructure problems worse than in the New York and

Chicago regions.

As the majority owner of the Northeast Corridor (NEC), a complex commuter

and intercity rail network, Amtrak depends on the infrastructure

investments made today to help ensure it can deliver mobility, reliability and

safety to its stakeholders in the future. Each day, 750,000 people board

trains headed to work, school and other destinations making the NEC one

of the largest economic drivers of our American economy.

Amtrak has completed construction on Phase I of the Hudson Yards

Concrete Casing, begun construction on Phase II, and continues early

planning work on the Hudson Tunnel Project. But future work on other

critical components of the Gateway Program – including two new Portal

Bridges and an expanded Penn Station – remain unfunded.

“We don’t need to find a solution – we need to fund one,” Boardman stated.

In addition to New York, Chicago is the nation’s largest rail hub, with every

major railroad operating through the area. The Blue Ribbon Panel was

formed to make recommendations to address the Chicago rail gridlock that

is causing major delays for passengers and for freight shipments. Chicago

congestion problem creates an economic vulnerability of up to $799 billion

every year, impacting six key industries constituting 85 percent of U.S.

domestic product.

The panel recommended bringing together rail traffic control dispatchers

separated by thousands of miles, improved operating practices by Amtrak

and other railroads and funding for priority projects already identified in

Northern Illinois and Indiana as top recommendations.

“This is a fight our country needs us to win – it’s time for us to build,”

Boardman said.

For more information about Amtrak’s investment in the region, follow

#TimeToBuild, visit www.nec.amtrak.com or to view the Chicago Gateway

Blue Ribbon Panel’s report, economic impacts analysis and videos, visit

www.Amtrak.com/ChicagoGateway.    [Edited from Amtrak]  

FREE WI-FI NOW AVAILABLE ON AUTO TRAIN

WASHINGTON - Oct. 19, 2015 - AmtrakConnect®

cellular-based Wi-Fi service is now available to all

passengers on Auto Train as part of an ongoing

effort to enhance the passenger experience. Auto

Train allows passengers to travel with their personal

vehicles including cars, vans, SUVs and motorcycles

between the Washington, D.C. area and Florida, and

stands as the first long-distance Amtrak train to

provide Wi-Fi.

This marks the first phase of a larger Amtrak rollout that will provide

passengers with free Wi-Fi on all single-level, long-distance train routes in

2016. Combined with other routes where Amtrak has already activated the

service, more than 90 percent of Amtrak passengers will soon have access

to on-board Wi-Fi so that they may stay connected and entertained

throughout their journey.

Wi-Fi service will be provided on these long-distance train routes in 2016:

Cardinal: New York–Washington, D.C.–Cincinnati–Indianapolis–Chicago

Crescent: New York–Atlanta–New Orleans

Lake Shore Limited: New York/Boston–Albany–Chicago

Silver Service: New York–Washington, D.C.–Charleston–Savannah–

Jacksonville–Orlando–Tampa/Miami

To ensure the best on-board internet experience for its passengers, and as

demand for Wi-Fi continues to grow, data-intensive activities such as

streaming video and music, and large-file downloads that can slow

everyone down, will be restricted. Doing so helps ensure that high-volume

data users onboard the trains do not degrade the experience for others.    

                                         [Edited from Amtrak]

AMTRAK SECURES $275 MILLION OF INSURANCE PROTECTION FOR

CATASTROPHIC INCIDENTS

WASHINGTON - Oct. 14, 2015 - Today, Amtrak announced that it has

obtained $275 million of insurance protection from PennUnion Re Ltd., an

independent special purpose insurer based in Bermuda, which has issued

catastrophe bonds to fund and collateralize this insurance.

The protection insures against damage to Amtrak-owned infrastructure in

the critical Northeast Corridor (NEC) in the event of a natural disaster due

to storm surge, wind damage or earthquake. Passenger Rail Insurance

Liability, a Bermuda-based insurance company wholly-owned by Amtrak,

entered into a reinsurance contract with PennUnion Re Ltd., to provide this

catastrophe protection.

The catastrophe bonds provide a capital markets source of insurance risk

http://www.amtrak.com/journey-with-wi-fi-train-station
http://www.Amtrak.com/ChicagoGateway.
http://www.nec.amtrak.com
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capital that will provide protection in the unlikely event that a natural

disaster would cause damage to Amtrak-owned infrastructure in the NEC,

such as damage suffered by Amtrak from Superstorm Sandy in 2012.

Superstorm Sandy created a storm surge that resulted in sea water

inundating both tubes of the Hudson River tunnel and two of the four tubes

of the East River tunnel, causing more than $1 billion in damage. [Edited

from Amtrak]

AMTRAK’S GATEWAY PROJECT MOVES AHEAD

Federal and  Amtrak

o f f i c i a l s  a n d  s t a te

officials from New York

a n d  N e w  J e r s e y

announced Nov. 11, 2015

that they have reached an

agreement on funding

commitments and a

governance structure that

w i l l  a l l o w  t h e

long-awaited, critically

important $20 billion

Gateway Tunnel Project to construct two new rail tunnels under the Hudson

River to move forward.

The agreement establishes a new federal commitment to fund 50% of

project costs and creates the “Gateway Development Corp.” under the Port

Authority of New York and New Jersey (PANYNJ) to leverage billions in

federal grant and loan funding for the project. The corporation will include

the states of New York and New Jersey, the U.S. Department of

Transportation (USDOT) and Amtrak as members and will be established

and chaired by PANYNJ.

The framework agreement includes a first-ever federal funding commitment

that Senators Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) and Cory A. Booker (D-N.J.) secured

from the USDOT and Amtrak to cover no less than 50% of the project costs

via grants and other federal funding. The 50% federal funding commitment

comes in response to Governors Cuomo and Christie’s Sept. 15, 2015

agreement in which they announced that the two states would take

responsibility for developing a funding plan to cover 50% of project costs

if the federal government committed to provide 50%.

“Building this new tunnel is absolutely critical to the long-term vitality of

New York and the entire northeast region,” said Cuomo. “We have been

working to break the federal logjam and get the federal funding that this

massive undertaking requires, and for the first time, with this agreement,

our partners in Washington are putting real dollars—not just loans—on the

table. New York and New Jersey’s offer to pay 50% of the project was meant

to provoke federal action, and I thank Sen. Schumer and Sen. Booker for

their support in accomplishing that goal. As soon as the federal government

delivers the funding we will proceed—because our shovels are ready.”

In order to develop a financing plan for the Gateway Project, Gateway

Development Corp. intends to identify and maximize federal grant

opportunities in conjunction with USDOT, and will pursue low-interest loans

from the Railroad Rehabilitation & Improvement Financing (RRIF) and

Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA) “that will

allow all project partners to access capital as inexpensively as possible.

Due to the extraordinary circumstances involved in building one of the

largest infrastructure projects in the nation, the senators and governors

intend to work together to ensure that payment of debt service is deferred

to the time when the Gateway Project is placed into service.”

Schumer and Booker worked closely with U.S. Secretary of Transportation

Anthony Foxx and Amtrak Chairman Anthony R. Coscia, and secured a

commitment from both that their respective agencies would cover half of

the total project costs. The federal share of funding for the project is likely

to come from a combination of New Starts Grant dollars, Amtrak Northeast

Corridor profits, Amtrak capital funds, annual appropriations, and other

similar federal sources. In addition, the federal partners may utilize a

low-interest federal loan to lower the cost of capital for their share, for

which Amtrak and/or their federal partners or federal designees will take

responsibility for debt-service payments. The local share may include,

among other financing strategies and options, the use of federal loan

programs for which the states, the PANYNJ and/or its partners or designees

take responsibility for debt-service payments. Establishing a

special-purpose development entity allows the PANYNJ to direct multiple

federal sources of funding to the project.

In addition, the federal and state partners agreed, “due to the nature of this

project and to make it a reality in a timely manner, to work together to

expedite all environmental and planning approvals needed to bring this

project online as soon as possible.” New Jersey Transit is working closely

with Amtrak on planning and engineering and has taken the lead in NEPA

(National Environmental Policy Act) procedures associated with the project.

“We applaud Governors Christie and Cuomo and Senators Schumer and

Booker for reaching agreement on the concept of establishing a new

Gateway Development Corp. and their commitment to advance this critical

program,” said Amtrak President and CEO Joe Boardman in a statement.

“The Gateway Program is essential to ensuring safe and reliable mobility for

the region's rail passengers. Amtrak looks forward to working with all

stakeholders to establish this new entity and to preserving and expanding

the vital Northeast Corridor rail link that serves as a foundation for the

region's economy.”

Gateway Development Corp. is structured as follows:

• All parties will cooperate to establish a development ?corporation as a

special purpose entity under the Port Authority to oversee the program.

• In accordance with the proposed capital funding split and existing

ownership interests, the federal government, represented by USDOT and

Amtrak, will share membership/representation in this corporation equally

with New York and New Jersey. There will be a four-member board: New

York (Port Authority), New Jersey (Port Authority), Amtrak, and USDOT.

• A Port Authority member shall serve as the “chair” of the board with the

Amtrak member serving as vice chair, constituting an executive committee

of the Corporation with primary responsibility for working directly with the

Executive Director or Chief Executive Officer on the daily functioning of the

Corporation.

• The member entities shall establish governance and define the

decision-making processes of the board, and all decisions shall require

approval from all four board members. The board may, where appropriate,

delegate decision making authority.

• Primary dedicated staff for this corporation should be provided by the Port

Authority and Amtrak, as well as other appropriate entities when needed.

The Port Authority shall provide office space, administrative, IT, and

logistical support for the corporation.

• The corporation may establish, as necessary, subsidiaries, joint-ventures

or other entities in order to undertake program activities (including

planning, design, construction and financing) in order to enhance program

execution and permit the use of private-public partnership structures.

• The corporation may utilize assets, workforce, design, construction

management, procurement, grant eligibility and other capacity of

appropriate entities including the Port Authority, Amtrak, NJ Transit and

contractors through appropriate agreements to carry out Program activities.

• Ownership of new assets built through the program will reside with the

corporation and improvements to existing assets will be conveyed to the

current railroad owners. To the extent ownership of new assets remains

with the corporation, it will enter into operating agreements with the

respective railroad operators utilizing those assets on appropriate terms.

Amtrak and NJ Transit will have perpetual easements through new tunnels

and other assets built by the corporation. All these agreement shall be done

on appropriate terms and shall require unanimous approval of the board.

• The corporation’s expenses and activities shall be funded by the member

entities or per other arrangements established by the corporation and the

AMTRAK’S HUDSON RIVER TUNNELS

PHOTO BY CHUCK GOMEZ, AMTRAK
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long-term operation of any of the corporation’s assets is intended to be

accomplished on a self-sustaining basis.

Gateway Development Corp.’s initial goals are to “develop a financing plan

for the project based on a 50/50 cost share between the federal government

(including Amtrak) and the state and local governments (including the Port

Authority); to “identify and maximize federal grant opportunities for the

program in conjunction with USDOT” and “To access the RRIF program to

allow all partners to access capital as inexpensively as possible. It is the

shared understanding that the corporation will pursue innovative federal

funding programs including RIFF and TIFIA for the federal, state and local

partners.”

Gateway Development Corp. will commission, fund and approve/supervise

planning, EIS and design, engineering and construction work? carried out

by itself or individual agencies. “All parties agree, due to the nature of this

project and the urgent need to make it a reality in a timely manner, to work

together to expedite all environmental and planning approvals needed to

bring this project on-line as soon as possible, including requesting the

placement of the project on the federal infrastructure ‘dashboard’ qualifying

the project for expedited attention within the federal system,” the

corporation said.    [Edited from Railway Age]

CSX CORPORATION ANNOUNCES RECORD THIRD

QUARTER FINANCIAL RESULTS

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. – October 13, 2015 – CSX

Corporation today announced  net earnings of $507

million for the third quarter of 2015, versus $509 million for the same period

in 2014, which translates to a third quarter record $0.52 per share, compared

to $0.51 in the prior year.

Revenue declined nine percent in the quarter, as gains in price were more

than offset by the combination of lower fuel recovery, a three percent

volume decline and continued transition in CSX’s business mix. At the

same time, expenses declined 11 percent on the collective effect of

continued low fuel prices, cost reductions reflecting lower volume and

savings from efficiency initiatives. The resulting $933 million in operating

income drove a third quarter record operating ratio of 68.3 percent.

“CSX’s third quarter results demonstrate the company’s ability to leverage

improving service while controlling costs in a dynamic environment where

commodity prices and the strength of the U.S. dollar are challenging many

of our markets,” said Michael J. Ward, chairman and chief executive officer.

“Our performance supports strong pricing and continued efficiency gains

as we continue to drive value for customers and shareholders.”

CSX is still targeting its full-year expectations for earnings per share growth

in the mid-single digits and meaningful margin expansion as it progresses

toward its longer-term goal of a full-year operating ratio in the mid-60s.

These targets remain intact despite expectations for 2015 coal revenue to

decline approximately $450 million primarily due to continued low natural

gas prices and high inventory levels. In that regard, the company now

expects domestic coal volume to decline by more than 10 percent in 2015,

while the full-year outlook for export coal volume remains approximately 30

million tons. These significant coal headwinds are now also expected to

continue in 2016.    [CSX Corp.]

NORFOLK SOUTHERN CUTS MECHANICAL

POSITIONS NETWORK-WIDE

BLUEFIELD, W.Va. - Oct. 26, 2015 - Norfolk

Southern has made workforce reductions of

mechanical department positions in its network.

Local sources tell Trains News Wire the

announcement came during a Thursday morning

conference call and will affect 36 positions. The furloughs were effective

Oct. 30.

NS spokesperson Dave Pidgeon says the furloughed positions are for

freight car maintenance, and the furloughed employees are eligible to apply

for open positions elsewhere in the company.

Local sources say the furloughs affect 24 carmen positions in Portsmouth,

Ohio, six in Williamson, W.Va., one in Bluefield, W.Va., and one in Andover,

Va., on the railroad’s Pocahontas Division.   [Edited from Trains News Wire]

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RELEASES THIRD-QUARTER 2015 RESULTS

NORFOLK, VA., Oct. 28, 2015 – Norfolk Southern Corporation today

reported financial results for third-quarter 2015. Net income for the quarter

was $452 million, or $1.49 per diluted share, compared with $559 million, or

$1.79 per diluted share earned in the third quarter last year.

Third-quarter results included $37 million of expenses associated with

restructuring the company’s Triple Crown Services subsidiary and closing

NS’ Roanoke, Va., office, which together reduced net income by $23 million,

or $0.08 per diluted share.

“Norfolk Southern’s third-quarter results reflect commodities markets that

continue to soften, as well as costs associated with restructuring initiatives

to strengthen our company going forward. These pressures will linger in the

fourth quarter, while traffic volume to date continues to lag last year.

However, looking ahead to 2016, we are confident that with a reasonably

stable economy and our own intense focus on service, returns and growth,

we are poised for better results,” said Chairman, President and CEO James

A. Squires.

THIRD-QUARTER SUMMARY

•Railway operating revenues declined 10 percent to $2.7 billion, largely due

to reductions in fuel surcharge revenues in each of NS’ three commodity

groups, and continued reductions in coal shipments.  Overall volume

declined 3 percent to 1.9 million units for the quarter.

•General merchandise revenues were $1.6 billion, 7 percent lower than the

same period last year. Volume declined 1 percent largely due to a 9 percent

decline in metals and construction traffic due to softer steel production.

Four of the five general merchandise commodity groups reported lower

revenue results on a year-over-year basis, principally the result of lower fuel

surcharge revenue:

 > Chemicals: $451 million, down 8 percent

 > Agriculture: $380 million, up 4 percent

 > Metals/Construction: $330 million, down 20 percent

 > Automotive: $246 million, down 3 percent

 > Paper/Forest: $203 million, down 3 percent

•Intermodal revenues were $621 million, 7 percent lower compared with

third-quarter 2014, as lower fuel surcharges and fewer domestic shipments

combined to reduce revenues. Total volume declined 1 percent.

•Coal revenues were $482 million, 23 percent lower compared with the third

quarter of 2014. A weak global export market and lower natural gas prices

in the utility market combined to decrease volume by 16 percent.

•Railway operating expenses declined 7 percent to $1.9 billion, primarily due

to lower fuel costs, compared with the same period of 2014.

•Income from railway operations was $822 million, 18 percent lower

compared with third-quarter 2014.

•The railway operating ratio, or operating expenses as a percentage of

revenue, was 69.7 percent, compared with 67.0 percent in the same quarter

last year.    [Edited from Norfolk Southern Corp.]

CP AND NS ARE MUM ON MERGER; COMPETITORS ARE CRITICAL 

Rumors of merger talks between Canadian Pacific and Norfolk Southern are

just that — rumors. Or that’s what representatives for CP and NS tell Trains

News Wire: their railroads can’t comment on rumors and market

speculation. So when the Wall Street Journal reported on Friday that CP

CEO  E. Hunter Harrison got a cool reception when he pitched a merger plan

to NS CEO James Squires in Virginia, both railroads would have the public

believe it is just so much speculation.
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 While NS and CP refuse to acknowledge any meeting between the powerful

railroad executives, colleagues at competing railroads say that mergers

would be difficult, or even bad, for the rail industry.

“We don’t think mergers make sense at this point in time, especially in this

environment,” Union Pacific spokeswoman Kristen South says, citing

regulatory hurdles and potential service problems. “All of this would be

disruptive and not in the best interest of our customers or shareholders.”

CSX Transportation, NS' main competitor in the east, seems to agree.

“Regulatory thresholds are significantly higher than in the last round of rail

mergers. No merger has been completed under the current regulatory

environment,” CSX spokeswoman Melanie Cost says. “North American

railroads have realized major advantages of rail alliances that provide the

benefits of mergers. Our focus continues on delivering excellent service for

our customers and creating value for our shareholders.”

Last week Julie Piggott, BNSF’s chief financial officer, told the railroad’s

bondholders that the regulatory environment remains an obstacle to

mergers. A BNSF spokesman said today that railroad would not comment

further.

A CN spokesman declined comment today. But last year CN CEO Claude

Mongeau told The Financial Post that the railway didn’t see mergers as the

best way to grow.

“I’m not spending much time speculating about potential mergers,”

Mongeau told the newspaper in December. “It’s a tall order to get a Class

I transaction approved, and that view is shared by many. It makes it a bit of

a daunting task, so you have to look at the alternatives instead.”

Even if Class I railroads wanted to tie the knot, the more stringent merger

review process the Surface Transportation Board adopted in 2001 remains

a major obstacle — and one that has yet to be tested.

After the ill-fated BNSF-CN merger was proposed in 1999, the STB placed

a 15-month moratorium on mergers so that it could revise its rail merger

policies. The review process that emerged was a major shift from the

pro-merger approach that guided the STB and its predecessor, the

Interstate Commerce Commission, for two decades.

The rules would put a merger proposal today under far greater scrutiny than

the mergers of the 1990s. Among the challenges a merger would face:

• A tougher review process to ensure the combination is in the public

interest.

• It would be required to enhance competition – not merely preserve the

status quo.

• The board would consider whether claimed benefits of a merger could be

achieved instead through cooperative agreements between railroads.

• Railroads seeking to merge would have to consider “downstream effects,”

meaning how the rest of the industry would likely react.

The downstream provision was intended to give the board, “the information

needed to rule on what would likely be the first step in an end-game

situation in which only two or three competing transcontinental railroads

would remain in North America.”

A CP-NS combination also would be subject to the STB’s transnational

merger review, which would take into consideration the laws and

regulations of both Canada and the U.S. And it would be subject to review

by the STB’s counterpart, Transport Canada.   [Trains News Wire]

NORFOLK SOUTHERN ROLLS OUT ‘ECO’ FRIENDLY LOCOMOTIVES IN

CHICAGO RAIL YARDS

Chicago, IL. - Nov 5, 2015 - Norfolk Southern joined local and state officials

to dedicate a new fleet of environmentally friendly, rail yard locomotives for

Chicago today at its 47th Street intermodal facility.

The engines are branded “Eco” locomotives for their operating efficiencies

in reducing emissions and fuel consumption. More than $19 million in grant

funding through the federal Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality

Improvement Program (CMAQ) made the $30 million public-private

partnership to replace Norfolk Southern’s entire Chicago yard locomotive

fleet possible. The new units feature a stylistic green paint scheme with an

Illinois-shaped icon and the slogan "Working Together for a Cleaner State."

N o r f o l k  S o u t h e r n

designed and built the

l o c o m o t i v e s  a t  i t s

Juniata, Pa., locomotive

s h o p s ,  u s i n g

c o m p o n e n t s  f r o m

Electro-Motive Diesel, a

division of Progress Rail

Services, a Caterpillar

c o m p a n y .   T h e

p r i m e - m o v e r  i s  a

3 ,0 0 0 -h p ,  E P A  T ier

3-certified, 12-cylinder

EMD 710. NS plans to put

18 of the locomotives to

work at its five major Chicago rail yards by the end this year. Three of the

18 are configured as “mother-slug” units, with traction-motor-only slugs

added for extra power. The units are expected to prevent the release of 7.58

tons of particulate matter and 196 tons of nitrogen oxides pollutants

annually while using less fuel compared with older switching locomotives,

NS said. Based on 1980s-era GP50s, they feature NS’s “Admiral Cab,”

EMD’s EM2000 microprocessor-based engine control system, and

idle-reduction technology—plug-in engine heating systems to eliminate

locomotive idling, a collaborative effort with U.S. EPA Region V.    [Edited

from Norfolk Southern Corp. and Railway Age]

SEPTA ADVANCES INNOVATIVE SUSTAINABILITY

PROJECTS

PHILADELPHIA, PA - On Oct. 22, SEPTA's Board approved

two sustainability projects that will reduce energy

consumption and improve resilience - at no cost to the

Authority. The two projects - first, an $18.2 million energy retrofit of SEPTA

five facilities and railcar fleets with high-efficiency technologies; and

second, an estimated $26.8 million natural gas plant to power part of

SEPTA's Regional Rail system and its largest bus garage - will be financed

entirely through energy savings guaranteed to SEPTA under the

Pennsylvania Guaranteed Energy Savings Act (GESA). Both projects will be

designed and built by a certified energy savings company (ESCO) that

specializes in energy efficient technologies to be deployed at each project

location.

Together, the $45.0 million in energy projects reflect a continued

commitment to "budget neutral" implementation of SEPTA's award-winning

Sustainability Program. The ESCOs will be responsible for providing private

capital and a savings guarantee; if the savings do not materialize, the

ESCOs will be responsible for covering the difference in repayment. For this

reason, SEPTA is able to use the self-funding approach to improve its

environmental performance without utilizing the Authority's own capital

resources.

"The sustainability projects approved today leverage significant private

sector investment that adds value for riders while at the same time saving

taxpayer dollars," said SEPTA General Manager Jeffrey D. Knueppel. "The

self-funding strategy continues a business-like approach towards

sustainability, and it will make our system stronger moving forward."

Details about each project are available below.

Energy Retrofits, SEPTA Facilities & Railcar Fleets

SEPTA has finalized the design of an $18.2 million project with

Constellation to retrofit five SEPTA facilities and railcar fleets with

high-efficiency technologies. Construction will begin in Fall 2015. Facilities

and railcar fleets to be retrofitted include:

-FACILITIES:

A PAIR OF NORFOLK SOUTHERN'S NEWLY REBUILT TIER

3-COMPLIANT GP33ECO LOCOMOTIVES IN CHICAGO.

PHOTO BY CHRIS GUSS - TRAINS NEWS WIRE
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Southern Bus Garage (1934 Johnston Street, Philadelphia)

Berridge/Courtland Shop (200 W. Wyoming Avenue, Philadelphia)

Fern Rock Shop (5801 N. 11th Street, Philadelphia)

Germantown Shop (6721 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia)

-RAILCARS:

Regional Rail (Silverliner IV, Silverliner V, Push-Pull Fleets)

Broad Street Line (B-IV Fleet)

Norristown High Speed Line (N-5 Fleet)

The retrofits reflect a broad range of improvements including: LED lighting,

building insulation, HVAC controls, and water conservation. In total, the

retrofits will generate more than $26 million in guaranteed energy savings

over 17 years, an amount sufficient to pay for the entire project and still

provide additional net savings to the Operating Budget.

Combined Heat & Power (CHP) Plant, Midvale Complex, North Philadelphia

SEPTA has selected Noresco, LLC as the ESCO to design an estimated

$26.8 million Combined Heat & Energy (CHP) Plant at SEPTA's Midvale

Complex in North Philadelphia. The proposed CHP plant would use twin

natural gas generators to power the Wayne Junction Substation (serving

the old Reading Railroad network) and Midvale Bus Garage (SEPTA's

largest, housing more than 300 buses) with clean, abundant and low-cost

Pennsylvania natural gas.

Noresco will now conduct an investment grade audit (IGA) to determine the

optimal configuration of the CHP Plant. To maximize the efficiency of the

gas-powered equipment, the design will size the plant to provide base load

power while assigning peak loads to the commercial power system. Excess

heat from the CHP plant will cover the heating load at three additional

nearby SEPTA facilities. Importantly, the CHP Plant would provide SEPTA

with a resilient source of power in the event of a regional electrical grid

outage, allowing trains to continue to operate to transport passengers

safely to their destinations, even during a blackout.

If the IGA determines the CHP Plant can be self-funded under the

Pennsylvania Guaranteed Savings Act, the plant could be operational by

2017.  For additional information about SEPTA's ongoing sustainability

efforts, please visit: www.septa.org/sustain      [SEPTA]

SIEMENS AND SEPTA COMPLETE ACS-64 AGREEMENT

SACRAMENTO, CA - Nov. 11, 2015 -

Philadelphia-area rail commuters can

expect to see new locomotives in the

coming years as SEPTA and Siemens

completed negotiations for new units.

In an announcement early Wednesday,

S iemens says the S o u th eastern

Pennsylvania Transportation Authority

signed off on documents finalizing a $118

million order for 13 all-electric ACS-64

locomotives. The announcement comes

several months after the SEPTA board

approved the purchase.

Siemens says the electric locomotives will be built at the company's factory

in Sacramento. According to the manufacturer, Siemens, along with more

than 60 domestic suppliers, manufacturers, and distributors in over 20

states, are part of a national community building these state-of-the-art

electric locomotives. 

The company says the new locomotives are designed for improved

reliability and easier maintenance to provide faster turn-around times and

increased availability for service. A state-of-the-art microprocessor system

performs self-diagnosis of all key systems, makes self-corrective actions

and notifies the locomotive engineer. In addition, there is a redundant

system to ensure power is maintained to the passenger cars for heating,

cooling, lighting, and door operation among others functions. The

locomotives meet the latest federal rail safety regulations, including crash

energy management features. Furthermore, the locomotives energy-efficient

use of regenerative braking feeds energy back into the power grid. The new

vehicles are set to be delivered in early 2018.  — From a Siemens news

release, Nov. 11, 2015.    [Trains News Wire]

PRR, PRSL & LIRR EVENTS IN DECEMBER

Dec. 1901 - PRR contracts for new station at 52nd Street, Philadelphia.

Dec. 1906 - First excavations begun for Sunnyside Yard in Queens;

contractor is Degnon Realty & Terminal Improvement Company.

Dec. 13, 1911 - Road Committee reports to Board on Philadelphia Terminal

improvements; plans drawn up by Board of Engineers; approved by

Committee of Transportation Officers; consider 1) enlarging Broad Street

Station, 2) devoting Broad Street to locals and Clockers with through trains

using a new station in West Philadelphia, or 3) electrification; Road

Committee favors expanding Broad Street Station north to Cuthbert Street

with separate through and local sections and jumpover near river and also

electrifying suburban lines; also adding two tracks and island platforms at

North Philadelphia and four-tracking Connecting Railway bridge; estimates

$3.5 million for expanding Broad Street and $13 million for electrifying main

suburban lines.

Dec. 13, 1916 - PRR Board authorizes enlargement of Greenville (NJ) Yard,

including new yard for covered pier, car repair yard, and additional tracks

in westbound yard and float yard; approves plan for Pittsburgh Terminal

improvements at cost of $16 million.

Dec. 1921 - Number of PRR employees at 218,859, down from 280,733 in

Dec. 1920.

Dec. 23, 1926 - PRR holds second annual system Christmas party; held

simultaneously across system at 8:00 PM EST; broadcast on WJZ in New

York City, KDKA in Pittsburgh and other stations. At Philadelphia, Pres.

Atterbury greets employees at the Metropolitan Opera House.

Dec. 1931 - No. 7825, first of two Class L6 1-D-1 2500 HP a.c. electric freight

locomotives built at Juniata; unsuccessful and used in switching service at

New York.

Dec. 17, 1936 - Report on the third round of Claymont Trials finds that the

“modified” P5a performs as well at 105 MPH as the standard P5a at 90 MPH.

Dec. 31, 1941 - PRSL cancels trackage rights to CNJ to operate passenger

trains between Winslow Jct. and Atlantic City following the discontinuance

of the Blue Comet.

Dec. 18, 1946 - PRR Board authorizes $16.375 million purchase of 19 6,000

HP passenger diesels (5 EMD E7 A-B-A sets, 5 Alco PA A-B-A sets and 9

BLW Centipede A-A sets) to complete dieselization of Blue Ribbon trains

and 6 EMD F3 7,500 HP freight diesels to experimentally dieselize one

freight train each between Harrisburg and Chicago/St. Louis, plus a B unit

for E7 No. 5900-5901; also 5 diesel switchers; ends PRR commitment to

steam.

Dec. 1951 - The Trail Blazer resumes separate operation for the holiday

season, running as 2nd No. 48-49 through Feb. 1, 1952.

Dec. 10, 1956 - PRSL authorizes retiring tracks at Wildwood and Wildwood

Crest, New Jersey.

Dec. 1961 - PRR sells West 32nd Street office building in West Philadelphia

to Food Fair Stores, Inc., for headquarters, retaining 8 floors for railroad

offices.

Dec. 12, 1966  -  Last runs of master room-observation lounge cars Mountain

View and Tower View on the Broadway Limited.

Dec. 20, 1967 - United Aircraft's “TurboTrain” sets current U.S. rail speed

ARTIST'S RENDERING OF WHAT A

SEPTA ACS-64 MIGHT LOOK LIKE

WHEN COMPLETE. SIEMENS

http://www.septa.org/sustain
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record, 170.8 MPH, on test run between New Brunswick and Trenton, N.J.

CH R IS TO P H E R  T. BA E R, HA G LE Y  MU S EU M  A N D  LIB R AR Y  V IA   PH ILA D E LPH IA  CH A PTE R, PRRT&HS - U S ED  W ITH  P E R M IS S IO N

Timetable 12-15
For Lancaster Chapter News, 

see “INSIDE THE BACK PAGE”

*** 

SANTA AND CHRISTMAS

TRAINS

C a p e  M a y  S e a s h o r e  L i n e s  -

www.capemayseashorelines.org

Lehigh Gorge Scenic Railway - 610-562-2102. -

www.lgsry.com

Middletown & Hummelstown - 717-944-4435 Ext. 1 - www.mhrailroad.com

New Hope & Ivyland Railroad - 215-862-2332 - www.newhoperailroad.com

Steam Into History - 717-942-2370 - www.steamintohistory.com

Steamtown National Historic Site - 570-340-5204 - www.nps.gov/stea

Strasburg Rail Road - 1-866-725-9666 - www.strasburgrailroad.com

West Chester Railroad - 610-430-2233 - www.westchesterrr.com

Wilmington & Western Railroad - 302-998-1930 - www.wwrr.com

Tuesday, Dec. 1, 2015 - Sunday, Jan 10, 2016

Christmas Open House at the Lehigh & Keystone Valley Model Railroad

Museum,  705 Linden St., Bethlehem, PA 18018. Adm: $7 adult, under 12

free. Info: 610-868-7101 or www.lkvmodelrailroad.com

Saturday & Sunday, Dec. 5-6, 2015 - Jan 9-10, 16-17, 23-24, 2016

Schuylkill Valley Model RR Open House at 400 S. Main St., Lower Level,

Phoenixville, PA 19460. 1-5 PM, Info: www.svmrrc.com or 610-935-1126

Saturday & Sunday, Dec. 5-6, 12-13, 19-20, 26-27, 2015 - Jan. 2, 2016

Columbia Historic Preservation Society HO Model RR Open House at 21 N.

2nd St., Columbia, PA 17512. 1-5 PM, Info: www.tonysegro.com/cola.html

Saturday & Sunday, Dec. 5-6, 2015

Greenberg's Great Train Show  at the Maryland State Fairgrounds, 2200 York

Road, Timonium, MD 21093. Info: http://GreenbergShows.com

Friday-Sunday, Dec. 11-13, 2015

Christmas City Express Comes to the Ma & Pa Railroad at the Ma & Pa

Railroad Preservation Society Historical Village, 1258 Muddy Creek Forks

Rd., Airville, PA 17302.  Info: www.MaAndPaRailroad.com

Saturday & Sunday, Dec. 12-13, 2015

Greenberg's Great Train Show  at the Greater Philadelphia Expo Center,  100

Station Avenue, Oaks, PA 19456. Info: http://GreenbergShows.com

Sunday, Dec. 20, 2015

Williamstown Show at the Brooklawn American Legion Post #72 Hall, 11

Railroad Ave., Brooklawn, NJ 08030. Adm: $5.00 - under 12 free. Info:

www.strasburgmodelrailroad.com

Saturday & Sunday, Jan. 2-3, 2016

Greenberg's Great Train Show  at the New Jersey Expo Center, 97 Sunfield

Ave, Edison, NJ 08837.  Info: http://GreenbergShows.com

Saturday & Sunday, Jan. 9-10, 2016

NRHS Winter Conference in Irving, TX.  Cancelled by N.R.H.S. Board.

Monday, Jan. 11, 2016

FRA public hearing on its Tier 1 draft environmental impact statement for

the Northeast Corridor at SEPTA, 1234 Market St., Philadelphia, PA.

Thursday, Jan. 14, 2016

FRA public hearing on its Tier 1 draft environmental impact statement for

the Northeast Corridor at the University of Baltimore, Baltimore, MD.

Saturday, Jan. 16, 2016

The Great Lehigh Valley Train Meet at the Merchants Square Mall, 1901 S.

12th St., Allentown, PA 18103.  Adm: $5.00.  Info: www.valleygoto.com

Wednesday, Jan. 20, 2016

FRA public hearing on its Tier 1 draft environmental impact statement for

the Northeast Corridor at the Delaware Technical Community College,

Wilmington, DE.

Saturday & Sunday, Jan. 23-24, 2016

Greenberg's Great Train Show  at the York Expo Center - Utz Arena, 334

Carlisle Ave, York, PA 17404.  Info: http://GreenbergShows.com

Saturday & Sunday, Jan. 30-31, 2016

Amherst Railway Society Railroad Hobby Show  at the Eastern States

Exposition, 1305 Memorial Ave., West Springfield, MA 01089.  Adm: $14.00

per day.  Info: www.railroadhobbyshow.com

Saturday & Sunday, Feb. 20-21, 2016

Greenberg's Great Train Show  at the Chase Center on the Riverfront, 815

Justison St, Wilmington, DE 19801.  Info: http://GreenbergShows.com

Saturday & Sunday, Feb. 27-28, 2016

Spring Thaw Train Meet at the Allentown Fairgrounds Agricultural Hall, 302

North 17th St., Allentown, PA 18104. Adm: $8.00, under 12 free.  Info:

www.allentowntrainmeet.com

Saturday, Mar. 12, 2016

Thirtieth Annual Harrisburg Railroad Show & Collectors Market at the

Middletown First Church of God, Fellowship Hall, 245 West High St.,

Middletown, Pa. 17057. 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Sponsored by the Harrisburg

Chapter, NRHS.  Info: Mark Irvin - 717-732-3867.  Harris Tower will be open.

Saturday & Sunday, Mar. 12-13, 2016

Greenberg's Great Train Show  at the New Jersey Expo Center, 97 Sunfield

Ave, Edison, NJ 08837.  Info: http://GreenbergShows.com

ROUTE 741 EAST, STRASBURG, PA

WWW.RRMUSEUMPA.ORG

717-687-8628

Through Thursday, Dec. 31, 2015 - Riveted Jacket of Many Colors: A Photo

History of GG1 No. 4800

Saturday, Dec. 5, 12, 2015 - Christmas With The Conductor and Home For

The Holidays

STRASBURG RAIL ROAD

SPECIAL EVENTS

WWW .STRASBURGRAILROAD.COM

1-866-725-9666

Saturday & Sunday, Dec. 5-6, 12-13, 19-20, 2015 - Santa’s Paradise Express

Friday, Dec. 4, 11, 18, 2015 - The Night Before Christmas Train

Saturday, Dec. 5, 2015 - Christmas Tree Train

NOVEMBER,  2015

CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES

There are no Regular Chapter Meeting Minutes to report. 

The Annual Chapter Banquet superseded the Regular

Chapter Membership Meeting.

http://www.strasburgrailroad.com
http://www.rrmuseumpa.org
http://GreenbergShows.com
http://www.allentowntrainmeet.com
http://GreenbergShows.com
http://www.railroadhobbyshow.com
http://GreenbergShows.com
http://www.valleygoto.com
http://GreenbergShows.com
http://www.strasburgmodelrailroad.com
http://GreenbergShows.com
http://www.MaAndPaRailroad.com
http://GreenbergShows.com
http://www.tonysegro.com/cola.html
http://www.svmrrc.com
http://www.lkvmodelrailroad.com
http://www.wwrr.com
http://www.wcrr.com
http://www.strasburgrailroad.com
http://www.nps.gov/stea
http://www.steamintohistory.com
http://www.newhoperailroad.com
http://www.mhrailroad.com
http://www.lgsry.com
http://www.capemayseashorelines.org
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LESS THAN CARLOAD SHIPMENTS

LOCAL AND NATIONAL NEWS

GG1 RETURNS TO

RESTING SPOT IN

HARRISBURG 

HARRISBURG, Pa. -

O c t .  1 9 ,  2 0 1 5  -

Pennsylvania Railroad

GG1 No. 4859 is back

on display after more

than a year staying out

of the way of Amtrak

right-of-way work.

T h e  l o c o m o t i v e

r e t u r n e d  t o  i t s

perm anen t rest in g

place at the Harrisburg

passenger station on Saturday, October 17. It had been stored about 750

feet north of the station since April 2014 so that track and overhead wire

changes could be made in the station. A Pennsylvania Railroad caboose is

included in the display.

The locomotive was shrink-wrapped to protect it from the weather. The

caboose was broken into twice while it was stored on the siding. 

According to Amtrak, the $36 million upgrade to power, signals and track

will improve Keystone Service to Philadelphia and New York by allowing

trains to leave and approach the station at higher speeds than in the past.

The project is not yet complete, but work is finished in the area where No.

4859 and a Pennsylvania Railroad cabin car (caboose) are displayed. 

No. 4859 was at the head end of the first electrically-powered passenger

train to enter the station on Jan. 15, 1939. It has been on display in the

station since 1986 and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

The famous Pennsy engine is also the state's official electric locomotive.  

                                            [Trains News Wire]

POSITIVE TRAIN CONTROL FOR SHORTLINES

MAKES DEBUT IN PENNSYLVANIA 

MUNCY, Pa. - Oct. 12, 2015 - Shortline and

regional railroads looking for a positive train

control system may have a product tailored for them coming around the

corner.

Trains News Wire recently visited central Pennsylvania's Lycoming Valley

Railroad for demonstrations by Massachusetts-based Cambridge

Communications and Signaling Systems of its "Cambridge Sentinel

System."

The Cambridge system is a communications-based PTC system that

company officials say is specifically designed around the requirements of

shortline and regional railroads. It is intended to be fully interoperable with

Wabtec's Interoperable Electronic Train Management System being adopted

by most class I railroads. Cambridge distinguishes itself from other

companies by catering to shortlines, specifically, and offering to host back

office computing power. Most railroads installing a PTC system keep all

computing functions within their company.

Cambridge ran four scenarios over an eight-mile segment on the Lycoming,

a "dark", mostly single-track railroad, with observers from the Federal

Railroad Administration, suppliers and subcontractors, other interested

short line operators, as well as executives and operating personnel from the

railroad. Train location information was provided by placement of

transponders at key locations along the track instead of by satellite, and

wayside equipment substations were installed at two strategic locations

along the route. Two locomotives were equipped with the on-board

equipment and engineers' displays, and a caboose was outfitted with a

dispatcher's display and keyboard. Routes and movement authorities were

generated by the "dispatcher" for each of the four track segments each day.

System designers ran an equipped locomotive through four scenarios that

broadly reflect requirements defined by the Rail Safety Improvement Act of

2008: operation against an improperly aligned switch; moving against

protected work zones; moving through a speed-restricted area; and moving

against an oncoming train.

In each case, the Cambridge system alerted the locomotive engineer about

a pending violation and the engineer reacted by applying the brakes to slow

or stop as appropriate. Each demonstration series was run twice on each

of two days in early October.

When asked his opinion about the results of the trials and the operation of

the equipment, Gary Shields, President of the North Shore system which is

the parent company for the Lycoming Valley Railroad says he was pleased

with the demonstrations but that any future installation would depend on

input from the FRA and class I railroad schedules' for deployment. [Al

DiCenso - Trains News Wire]

MARYLAND SCMAGLEV AWARDED FEDERAL GRANT

The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) awarded a

$27.8-million grant to the state of Maryland for

preconstruction and planning costs for the potential

development of a Superconducting Magnetic Levitation

(SCMaglev) train between Washington, D.C., and

Baltimore, Md.

The funding may be applied to preconstruction planning, engineering

analysis and other capital costs for fixed guideway infrastructure. Maglev

trains operating in Japan routinely travel at speeds in excess of 300 miles

per hour and have been tested at speeds approaching 400 miles per hour.

FRA will evaluate the viability of this maglev project to achieve its high

safety standards while assessing the potential of this technology to address

future intercity travel needs. In 2005, Congress authorized $90 million for

maglev transportation projects that would be capable of safely transporting

passengers faster than 240 miles per hour.

The Baltimore-Washington

corridor was one of three

corridors in the United States

eligible to apply for these

funds for Maglev projects. The

Maryland application for the

federal grant was submitted in

April with the understanding

that the Japanese government

will be a source of significant

financial backing for the project, along with private-sector support from

Baltimore-Washington Rapid Rail LLC.

"The ability to travel between Baltimore and Washington, D.C., in only 15

minutes will be absolutely transformative, not just for these two cities, but

for our entire state," Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan said. "This grant will go a

long way in helping us determine our next steps in this transportation and

economic development opportunity."

In support of these private-sector efforts to explore building high-speed rail

in Maryland, on June 4, Gov. Hogan and Maryland Transportation Secretary

Pete Rahn joined executives from the Central Japan Railway Company (JR

Central) and the Baltimore-Washington Rapid Rail to ride the 27-mile-long

Yamanashi Maglev Line located outside of Tokyo, Japan. The high-speed

rail line is equipped with SCMaglev technologies, which uses magnetic

forces to accelerate trains smoothly and rapidly to speeds of more than 300

miles per hour while levitating inches off the ground. The JR Central train

achieved a record-breaking 375 miles per hour earlier this year.

During his trade mission to Asia in May, Gov. Hogan and Japanese Prime

Minister Shinzo Abe agreed on a Memorandum of Cooperation between the

state of Maryland and the government of Japan. Specific areas of

UNWRAPPING OF NO. 4859 ON OCT. 13, 2015

HARRISBURG CHAPTER, NRHS PHOTO
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All NRHS memberships expire December 31  unless renewed for 2016. st

If you have already sent in your 2016 renewal, we thank you for your

continued support of the Lancaster Chapter and its programs.  If you

have not renewed, however, please do so now. Thank you.

cooperation outlined in the Memorandum of Cooperation included:

high-speed rail, specifically SCMaglev; liquefied natural gas; life sciences;

trade and investment and academics.

"We are very pleased to see this funding announced," said Japanese

Ambassador Kenichir Sasae. "Working with the United States government,

the state of Maryland and Baltimore-Washington Rapid Rail, we will prove

that this cutting-edge Japanese technology will be a great asset to the busy

Northeast Corridor."    [Trains News Wire]  

ALL ABOARD FLORIDA REVEALS BRIGHTLINE

BRAND

All Aboard Florida, the intercity passenger subsidiary of

Florida East Coast Railway (FEC), announced on Nov. 9,

2015 that its Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Orlando service will

be branded Brightline and also revealed the first artist's

impressions of the fleet of Siemens-supplied trainsets.

The branding and

product offering for

Brightline has been

d e v e l o p e d  b y

arch itecture  an d

interior design firm

R o ckwell Group,

and is intended to

create a "holistic

h o s p i t a l i t y

experience for the

F l o r i d a  t r a v e l

market."

Unveiling the brand

at the site of the future Miami Central transport interchange, All Aboard

Florida president Michael Reininger said that Brightline “will provide a

genuine alternative to car travel, offering convenient booking options,

roomy seating, free onboard Wi-Fi, catering on trains and at stations, and

easy connections to local public transport.”

Siemens USA is expected to build the trains at its Sacramento plant. All

Aboard is a wholly owned subsidiary of Florida East Coast Industries,

which also owns the Florida East Coast Railway regional railroad, whose

tracks will be shared with Brightline trains. Florida East Coast Industries is

owned by New York-based Fortress Investment Group.

The Florida East Coast right-of-way is being upgraded between Miami and

Cocoa to allow for Brightline trains to reach maximum speeds of 110 mph,

and passing sidings are being added to accommodate the frequencies. A

new, 25-mile line connecting Cocoa to Orlando International Airport is being

built on a state-owned right-of-way, and it will enable top speeds of 125 mph

with no grade crossings. Brightline is expected to make the 235-mile Miami

to Orlando trip in three hours. The first phase, with trains running between

Miami, Fort Lauderdale, and West Palm Beach, is expected to open in 2017.

Last year, All Aboard Florida placed an initial order with Siemens for five

125-mph trainsets, each formed of four coaches and two Charger

diesel-electric locomotives.  Siemens will maintain the fleet at purpose-built

depots at Orlando International Airport and West Palm Beach under a

30-year contract signed earlier this year.

Each trainset will be formed of two yellow-liveried locomotives, with each

coach carrying a different color scheme. "Typically, trains have been one

color, either grey or silver, and tend to blend into the background," says

Reininger. "As our trains pull into the stations, their colorful entry will be

another way that Brightline takes the grey out of travel."

Brightline stations in Miami, Fort Lauderdale and West Palm Beach “have

been designed as mobility-centric urban hubs, with housing, office, retail,

and hospitality space, which is expected to make them destinations in their

own right,” said Reininger.

Further details of Brightline services will be released in the coming months

through new website and social media sites, including Twitter and

Facebook.    [Keith Barrow, Associate Editor, International Railway Journal 

and Trains News Wire]

THIS MONTH’S BANNER PHOTO

Strasburg Rail Road No. 475 pulls a holiday train through a fresh Lancaster

County snowfall.  The pot-belly stoves are keeping everyone toasty!

SCALE MODELS OF ALL ABOARD FLORIDA'S YET-TO-BE-BUILT

BRIGHTLINE TRAINS - ALL ABOARD FLORIDA PHOTO

COURTESY OF CHAPTER MEMBER HELEN SHAAK
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“INSIDE THE BACK PAGE”

UPCOMING LANCASTER CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

DECEMBER 3, 2015 - THURSDAY, 7:00 PM - CHRISTIANA FREIGHT STATION - CHRISTMAS DECORATING 

Decorate the Freight Station and Christmas Tree for the Holiday Open House and Christmas.  Bring your favorite Train Ornament to

hang on the tree. This is a fun-filled activity to usher in the Holiday Season.  Input from the Chapter Membership for the design and

set-up of the train display would be greatly appreciated - see Glenn Kendig for further information. 

DECEMBER 14, 2015 - MONDAY, 7:30 PM - TRAVEL TIME OFFICE - CHAPTER BOARD MEETING

DECEMBER 19, 2015 - SATURDAY, 3:00 PM - CHRISTIANA FREIGHT STA. - CHRISTIANA CHRISTMAS PARTY

The Christiana Lions Club will have Santa for the area children and families.  Everyone is invited.  Saturday night Hay Rides to see the

Christiana Christmas light displays - a fun-filled evening for the entire family!  

DECEMBER 20, 2015 - SUNDAY, 1:00 PM - CHRISTIANA FREIGHT STATION - CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE

Open House from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM.  Enjoy the Christmas decorated Station, popcorn, train layout and display. 

DECEMBER 21, 2015 - MONDAY, 7:30 PM - CHRISTIANA FREIGHT STATION - CHAPTER CHRISTMAS PARTY

Please bring cookies, snacks or a covered dish to share.  There’s no better way to get into the festive holiday spirit!  Short business

meeting - then food, fun and holiday merriment!  We have the Santa Claus Seal of Approval!

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

JANUARY 18, 2016 - MONDAY, 7:30 PM - CHRISTIANA FREIGHT STATION - HOLIDAY STATION CLEAN-UP

Clean up the Station from the Christmas Open House and holiday festivities.  No program or speaker - just mops and brooms!

  No February Meeting - the first Regular Membership Meeting of 2016 will be on SUNDAY, March 20, 2016, starting at 2:00 PM

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

CHAPLAIN CONTACT INFORMATION

DAVID STAMBAUGH      EMAIL: CHAPLAIN@NRHS1.ORG PHONE: 717-292-1726

IF YOU KNOW OF A CHAPTER MEMBER WHO IS SICK, LOST A LOVED ONE OR HAS A NEW BIRTH IN THE FAMILY, PLEASE CONTACT DAVID

mailto:rscooter2@gmail.com
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CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY

OPEN HOUSE WEEKEND

CHRISTIANA FREIGHT STATION, DECEMBER 19 - 20, 2015

LANCASTER CHAPTER, N.R.H.S., WILL HAVE A SALES TABLE FOR THE OPEN HOUSE WEEKEND

DAILY SCHEDULE

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19 - 3:00 PM TO 8:00 PM
Family Children’s Party - 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM

Train Displays, Visit from Santa, Children’s Activities, Free Hot Dogs and Drinks for Children

Hay Rides starting at 5:00 PM

Lancaster Chapter, NRHS Sales Table - Purchase Last Minute Gifts

Popcorn - Hot Dogs - Snacks - Drinks will be available

See Christiana Borough’s Annual “Light Up Christmas” Christmas Lighting Contest

Hay Rides Around Town Sponsored by the Christiana Lions Club

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20 - 1:00 PM TO 5:00 PM
Freight Station Decorated for Christmas - Train Displays

Popcorn - Snacks - Drinks will be available

Lancaster Chapter, NRHS Sales Table - Purchase Last Minute Gifts

THE GORNERGRAT RAILWAY IS A MOUNTAIN RACK RAILWAY, LOCATED IN THE SWISS CANTON OF VALAIS, LINKING THE RESORT VILLAGE OF ZERMATT, AT

5,262 FT. ABOVE MEAN SEA LEVEL, TO THE SUMMIT OF THE GORNERGRAT, AT AN ALTITUDE OF 10,135 FT. THE LINE OPENED IN 1898, AND WAS THE

FIRST ELECTRIC RACK RAILWAY TO BE BUILT IN SWITZERLAND. THIS PHOTO SHOWS THE MATTERHORN IN THE BACKGROUND AS THE GORNERGRAT RAILWAY

CLIMBS TO ITS DESTINATION. PHOTO COURTESY OF CHAPTER MEMBER TOADY KENNEL.
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LANCASTER CHAPTER BOARD of DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT: TOM SHENK 717-560-1186 TSHENK@NRHS1.ORG

1ST VICE PRESIDENT: HAROLD SHAAK 717-484-4020 HSHAAK@NRHS1.ORG

2NDVICE PRESIDENT: GLENN KENDIG 610-593-6313 GKENDIG@NRHS1.ORG

SECRETARY: DONETTA EBERLY 717-866-5514 DEBERLY@NRHS1.ORG

TREASURER: RICHARD RUTLEDGE 717-741-0205 RRUTLEDGE@NRHS1.ORG

EDITOR: ED MAYOVER 302-834-3662 EMAYOVER@NRHS1.ORG

HISTORIAN: TOM MCMASTER 717-274-5325 TMCMASTER@NRHS1.ORG

CHAPLAIN: DAVID STAMBAUGH 717-292-1726 CHAPLAIN@NRHS1.ORG
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MEMBERSHIP MEETING NOTICE

THE REGULAR MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND ANNUAL

CHRISTMAS PARTY OF THE LANCASTER CHAPTER, N.R.H.S.

WILL BE HELD AT THE CHRISTIANA FREIGHT STATION,

CHRISTIANA, PA ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2015,

STARTING AT 7:30 P.M.
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