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SIEMENS CHARGER ORDERED BY AMTRAK 

RENDERINGS: SIEMENS MOBILITY

    THE POWER DIRECTOR

    “NEWS FROM THE RAILROAD WIRES”

AMTRAK TO IMPROVE NATIONAL NETWORK WITH
NEW LOCOMOTIVES 

Siemens Mobility awarded $850 million contract for 75
new Tier 4 locomotives and associated services

WASHINGTON, Dec. 21, 2018, Amtrak MEDIACENTER –
With demand for Amtrak service at record levels, Amtrak
will acquire new mainline passenger diesel locomotives

from Siemens Mobility to replace its aging National Network locomotive
fleet. These initial 75 locomotives will be used principally for Amtrak’s Long
Distance train service, with options to purchase more, for use on some
State Supported routes and for future growth.

“These new locomotives will offer increased reliability, more hauling power,
improved safety features and lower emissions,” said Amtrak President &
CEO Richard Anderson.

Siemens Mobility is honored and grateful to Amtrak for this opportunity to
assist Amtrak in their mission to provide safe, world-class, environmentally
conscious technology for their long-distance services,” said Michael Cahill,
president of Siemens Mobility’s North America rolling stock business.

The new locomotives will offer the latest safety systems including Crash
Energy Management and Positive Train Control. Capable of speeds up to
125 MPH, the locomotives will have 4,400 horsepower capable 16-cylinder
Cummins QSK95 diesel engines with modern control systems and
Alternating Current (AC) propulsion. The diesel engine will come equipped
with the latest Tier 4 emissions technology, reducing nitrogen oxide by over
89 percent and particulate matter by 95 percent, and provide an average of
10 percent savings in diesel fuel consumption

Delivery of the new locomotives will begin in summer 2021, with passenger
service beginning in fall 2021. They will power trains used on the AutoTrain,
California Zephyr, Capitol Limited, Cardinal, City of New Orleans, Coast
Starlight, Crescent, Empire Builder, Lake Shore Limited, Palmetto, Silver
Meteor, Silver Star, Southwest Chief, Sunset Limited and Texas Eagle. All
locomotives are expected to be in service by 2024. Maintenance activities
across the network will be supported by a supplemental multi year
Technical Support Spares Supply Agreement (TSSSA).

Amtrak is paying for the new locomotives through available funds and will
comply with buy American provisions. They will be built at Siemens
Mobility’s rail manufacturing plant in Sacramento, California, a facility
which uses solar power and employs more than 1,300 people.

Siemens Mobility has established a robust and diverse base of U.S.
suppliers across the country to support the production of its current
Charger diesel locomotives, including Cummins, which manufactures its
engines in its Seymour, Indiana, facility.

Siemens Mobility’s Charger locomotives are currently operating in several
state-supported Amtrak routes in California, Illinois, Wisconsin, Missouri,
Michigan, and Washington.

The new locomotives will primarily replace the aging Amtrak P40 and P42
locomotives, some of which have been in service for more than 25 years.

The new locomotives are part of Amtrak’s long-term planned series of
improvements for fleet, infrastructure and stations. Other modern
equipment includes new Acela trainsets arriving in 2021 and ongoing
improvements continue at New York Penn Station and new construction at 
Moynihan Train Hall, in addition to expanded development of the major
stations at Chicago, Washington, D.C., Baltimore and Philadelphia.

NEWS REPORT: AMTRAK STUDY FINDS NORTHEAST CORRIDOR AT
RISK FROM CLIMATE CHANGE

NEW YORK, Dec. 21, 2018, Trains News Wire — Several locations on the
Northeast Corridor risk inundation from rising waters as a result of climate
change, according to a report prepared for Amtrak.

Bloomberg reports that the three-volume study, “Amtrak NEC Climate
Change Vulnerability Assessment,” was prepared by two consulting firms
and was completed in April 2017. Bloomberg obtained a partially redacted
version through a public records request. 

At significant risk, according to the Amtrak document, is a 10-mile stretch
of track near Wilmington, Del., where the Corridor runs near the Delaware
River, and Amtrak’s Consolidated National Operations Center in
Wilmington, located adjacent to the Christina River. 

The report recommended the construction of temporary flood barriers that
can be installed prior to a storm and removed afterward. Those walls would
cost $24 million per track mile, and estimated the total cost of protecting the
Wilmington area at $78 million. The Amtrak document also suggested a
similar detailed analysis of risks to the rest of the corridor; a section
analyzing the full costs and benefits of protecting the corridor was
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redacted. 

Data provided to Bloomberg by a climate scientist suggests chronic
inundation — defined as flooding twice or more per month — is also
possible in the area of New Haven, Conn., and in New York and New Jersey. 

The Bloomberg article notes that Amtrak’s most recent strategic plan made
no mention of climate-change issues, although it was added following
Bloomberg’s inquiry, and quotes Stephen Gardner, Amtrak executive vice
president and chief commercial officer as saying in a November interview,
“We don’t see any fundamental risks to the integrity of the corridor.”

AMTRAK 188 ENGINEER TO STAND TRIAL IN 2019

PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 21, 2018, Trains News Wire – The locomotive engineer
at the controls of an Amtrak train that derailed near Philadelphia in 2015 is
set to stand trial in September 2019. 

Eight people died and more than 200 were injured when Amtrak train No.
188 derailment on the Northeast Corridor in Philadelphia’s Port Richmond
neighborhood in May 2015. A National Transportation Safety Board
investigation found the train was traveling at 102 mph on a curve with a
50-mph speed limit at the time it derailed. The investigation also found that
the engineer, Brandon Bostian, had been distracted by radio chatter and
was unable to slow the train down. 

Bostian was initially charged with involuntary manslaughter and reckless
endangerment but in 2017 a judge dismissed the case saying it was an
accident, not a criminal act. In early 2018, the prosecutors appealed the
decision and a judge ruled that there was enough evidence to go to trial.
Attorneys have been preparing for the case ever since.

Earlier this year, there were some indications that a plea deal was in the
works, but on Thursday attorneys for both sides said they would proceed
to trial. 

AMTRAK WORKERS LEARN TERMS OF
SEVERANCE, RELOCATION DEALS

RIVERSIDE, Calif., Dec. 27, 2018, Trains News
Wire — Workers at Amtrak’s soon-to-close
Riverside reservation call center are being
offered a $15,000 relocation allowance or a
one-time severance payment of $10,000, the
Riverside Press-Enterprise reports.

Workers learned the terms of the agreement at
a Dec. 26 meeting, after Amtrak and their union reached an agreement last
week.

The relocation allowance is for workers willing to transfer to the remaining
Amtrak call center near Philadelphia. Workers were also told they might be
able to take jobs selling tickets at Amtrak stations in California, but most
would not have the seniority to receive one of those positions, and most
would require lengthy commutes. 

The Riverside call center is scheduled to close Jan. 18, 2019.

AMTRAK TURNING IDLE TRACK INTO NEW UNION STATION
PASSENGER PLATFORM

WASHINGTON, Dec. 17, 2018, WTOP News - Washington, DC — Amtrak will
use a $19 million grant from the Federal Railroad Administration to convert
an idle track into a lower-level passenger platform.

Known as Track 22, it currently serves as a storage track for equipment,
with no access for customers.

The construction project will involve installing new track, rebuilding the
platform and restoring historic columns at Union Station’s lower level. A
new elevator, escalator and stairs will also be installed to give passengers
access to the lower level.

The new platform, which will be used by both Amtrak and Virginia Railway
Express passengers, will open in 2022.

Amtrak has undertaken an ongoing $2.4 billion investment into Union

Station and its trains. New, faster Acela trains come in 2022. Union Station
is also rebooting its commuter rail concourse, nearly doubling its current
capacity.

Union Station is Amtrak’s second-busiest station, behind New York’s Penn
Station.

AMTRAK UNVEILS RFQ FOR WASHINGTON UNION STATION PROJECT

WASHINGTON, Jan. 7, 2019, Progressive Railroading - Amtrak has released
a request for qualifications (RFQ) from potential general contractors
interested in a project designed to modernize the Claytor Concourse at
Washington Union Station. 

With the RFQ's release, Amtrak and its partners are launching a two-phase
process to select a contractor for the project, which calls for expanding the
concourse to double its capacity to alleviate congestion and improve
accessibility.

Construction is expected to begin in fall and be completed in 2022,
according to an Amtrak press release.

Built in the 1980s, the Claytor Concourse contains waiting areas for Amtrak
riders, retail and food establishments, and other rider amenities. Virginia
Railway Express and Maryland Area Regional Commuter riders also use the
concourse.

Other project work calls for the addition of restrooms and a new
"Metropolitan Lounge" to replace the existing Club Acela, a premium lounge
space for riders. Also, space will be added for support services including
station manager and customer service representatives. 

Mechanical and electrical upgrades and relocation work also will be
performed.

AMTRAK SEEKS NEW PASSENGER EQUIPMENT FOR NORTHEAST
REGIONAL AND STATE CORRIDOR SERVICE

WASHINGTON, Jan. 19, 2019, Amtrak MEDIACENTER – Amtrak has released
a Request for Proposals today, for a new fleet of single-level passenger rail
vehicles to replace Amfleet I cars, providing new equipment with
contemporary rail amenities to better serve Amtrak customers. Amfleet I
cars are used primarily on the Northeast Corridor (NEC) and adjacent State
Corridor routes, including Empire Service, Ethan Allen Express, Maple Leaf,
Adirondack, Vermonter, Downeaster, Carolinian, Pennsylvanian, Keystone
Service, Virginia Service and New Haven/Springfield Service. 

“Nearly half of Amtrak’s annual ridership is comprised of trips along the
Northeast Corridor and adjoining corridors, and this new state-of-the-art
equipment will provide customers with an enjoyable and efficient travel
experience,” said Amtrak Vice President of Corporate Planning Byron
Comati. 

Amenities will include improved Wi-Fi equipment and connectivity,
improved seating, weather-tight doors and vestibules as well as freedom to
move throughout the train conveniently. The modernized fleet will also
feature large picture windows, improved climate control systems for
passenger comfort and completely new designs for restrooms and
passageways between cars. Also, the new rail equipment will feature
bi-directional operating capability, which will minimize endpoint turnaround
times and provide operating efficiency.  

The new railcars and trainsets will include all necessary equipment for
Positive Train Control technology and meet recently updated federal Tier I
safety standards for equipment operating at speeds of up to 125 MPH.  Also,
the new equipment will adhere to all accessibility requirements under the
Americans with Disabilities Act. 

The new trainsets will replace Amtrak’s fleet of 470 Amfleet I and
ex-Metroliner railcars. Amfleet I railcars are over 40 years of age, while
Amtrak’s fleet of ex-Metroliner equipment entered service 50 years ago this
week for Amtrak’s predecessor, Penn Central. The base order for the new
replacements includes 75 trainsets or their railcar equivalents with options
to provide equipment for future service growth along the NEC and other
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state-supported routes. While Amtrak has recently refurbished the interiors
of its Amfleet I railcars with new seating upholstery and carpeting, the age
of the fleet and industry-standard lead times for new equipment requires
that the replacement effort for this work-horse fleet begin now.

The Amfleet I replacement is one more step in Amtrak’s plan to upgrade and
enhance the passenger experience, complementing other onboard and
in-station initiatives including: acquiring new, modern locomotives and
Acela trainsets; ongoing improvements at New York Penn Station; opening
the new Moynihan Train Hall in New York; and further development of
stations in Chicago, Washington, D.C., Baltimore and Philadelphia.

CONTEMPORARY DINING IMPROVEMENTS ON TWO AMTRAK ROUTES

Capitol Limited and Lake Shore Limited sleeping car customers now
have three hot entrées and deluxe breakfast choices

WASHINGTON, Jan. 16, 2019, Amtrak MEDIACENTER – Dining choices for
sleeping car customers on Capitol Limited and Lake Shore Limited trains
will include more hot entrées and improved breakfast options, starting this
week.

“We continuously improve and enhance our offerings,” said Peter Wilander,
Amtrak Vice President, Product Development and Customer Experience.
“Our customers say they want high-quality food with good variety — and
we are listening.” 

Sleeping car customers can choose the following, with meals delivered to
their Bedrooms or Roomettes – or eaten in their private dining car:

• Lunch & Dinner, hot items: Chicken Penne Alfredo, Beef Provencal, Asian
Noodle Bowl; chilled item: Antipasto Plate

• Deluxe Continental Breakfast, hot items: Oatmeal, Breakfast sandwich;
chilled items: Muffins, Yogurt, Fresh Fruit, Hard-boiled eggs, cereals 

Customers are also offered unlimited soft beverages, a complimentary
serving of beer, wine or a mixed-drink during their trip and an amenity kit,
all included in their fares. A Kosher meal is provided with advance notice
and children’s meals are also available. Menus for both trains are on
Amtrak.com.

The Capitol Limited (Trains 29 & 30) operates daily between Washington,
D.C., and Chicago, via Pittsburgh and Cleveland. The Lake Shore Limited
(Trains 48 & 49) operates daily between Chicago and New York, via Albany
(Rensselaer), with a section to and from Boston (Trains 448 & 449).

AMTRAK ADDING SECOND DAILY ROUND TRIP TRAIN TO NORFOLK

WASHINGTON, Jan. 18, 2019, Amtrak MEDIACENTER  – Customers can
soon take advantage of more opportunities to travel by train as Amtrak
increases daily service between Norfolk, Va., and Boston. Beginning in
March, customers in the waterfront city and surrounding areas will be able
to choose from two daily departures of the Amtrak Northeast Regional when
planning travel to the Northeast.

Amtrak provides a same-seat trip to and from Norfolk, and makes
intermediate stops in Richmond, Washington, D.C., Baltimore, Philadelphia,
New York City, and other cities along the Northeast Corridor. The Norfolk
station is also a stop for the Thruway bus connection for service to the
Amtrak station in Newport News.

Amtrak and the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation
(DRPT) partner to provide intercity passenger rail service throughout the
Commonwealth. Amtrak service returned to Norfolk in 2012, and in Roanoke
in 2017.

“Amtrak service is a vital alternative in the Commonwealth’s overall
transportation solution,” said Joe McHugh, Vice President, State-Supported
Business Development for Amtrak. “DRPT and other partners work together
to meet the increasing demand for passenger rail service and provide
additional capacity.”

Customers experience a comfortable and enjoyable way to travel on a
national network serving more than 500 destinations, and benefits such as
a free and generous baggage policy, free Wi-Fi, no middle seat and an easy,

streamlined boarding process.

The Amtrak Northeast Regional features Coach and Business Class offering
outlets for mobile devices. The Café Car offers sandwiches, salads, snacks
and hot and cold beverages, including a variety of wine, beer and soda.

SHAREHOLDERS SUING CSX BOARD OVER E.
HUNTER HARRISON HIRING

Dec. 18, 2018, Railway Age - For CSX, the fallout
from former CEO E. Hunter Harrison’s December

2017 death only eight months after he was hired at a substantial premium
continues. According to a Dec. 15, 2018 report by Andrew Pantazi in the
Florida Times-Union, three CSX shareholders filed a derivative suit this year
against the company’s board, “arguing it committed misconduct in hiring
Harrison and not sharing information about Harrison’s health with
shareholders before a 2017 vote to pay for an $84 million benefits package
for [him].”

In the derivative shareholder suit, shareholders are suing on behalf of CSX
“because they believe the board of directors hasn’t been representing the
company well,” Pantazi wrote. “Meanwhile, the board of directors is arguing
it does represent the company. To boil down the complicated legal matters:
The lawsuit is essentially CSX vs. CSX.”

The three CSX shareholders are John Robertson, James Ekis and George
Triefenbach. Under Virginia law, where CSX is incorporated, the
shareholders demanded that the board take action and appoint a committee
of “disinterested directors” to review the demand. “In essence, the board
of directors was tasked with investigating itself,” wrote Pantazi. “The
committee report exonerated itself. [The three shareholders] argue that the
board of directors shouldn’t be considered disinterested since they were
tasked with investigating themselves.”

“The lawsuit says the committee report did not explain what steps it took
to ensure it was avoiding conflicts of interest,” Pantazi explained. “The
board of directors has pushed back, asking a judge to dismiss the lawsuit
because, it argues, the shareholders don’t have the right to sue. The
board’s motion to dismiss says that the committee report’s exoneration
must be final.”

A hearing in front of a Jacksonville, Fla., Circuit Judge Kevin Blazs on the
motion to dismiss is scheduled for January. CSX and the suing
shareholders are now arguing over whether Florida’s or Virginia’s trial rules
should determine what information the board of directors has to turn over.

“Harrison was hired by CSX in March 2017 as a change agent who would
implement a [Precision Scheduled Railroading],” Pantazi reported. “But
before he was hired, Mantle Ridge, an activist investment fund, bought 5%
of the company’s shares. CSX then placed five people selected by the fund
to the board of directors, including the fund’s CEO. Mantle Ridge then
bought out Harrison’s previous non-compete contract with Canadian Pacific
Railway and urged CSX to hire Harrison. After the company hired him,
Harrison and Mantle Ridge said he would quit unless the company paid $84
million back for the contract reimbursement, according to the lawsuit.

“Large portions of the lawsuit that talk about Harrison’s health and what the
board knew about his health are redacted. Some parts of the lawsuit, of
which only portions were redacted, indicate the board was aware of
information it didn’t disclose to shareholders. ‘CSX’s Board knew about,
hid, and outright deceived shareholders about Harrison’s ill health and
physical infirmities,’ the lawsuit said. ‘This deception is outrageous
considering that the Board has trumpeted Harrison’s singular resume and
expertise as a railroad “turnaround expert” who would personally lead
turnaround as he had done at other companies.’

“The shareholders say it wasn’t until after 93% of shareholders voted to pay
$84 million for Harrison that a Wall Street Journal story mentioned that
Harrison was working from home several days a week and used oxygen.
That story said board members were aware of his condition and
intentionally misled shareholders about his health.

“By July, Harrison mentioned on a quarterly call that ‘I’m a short-timer here’
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and he viewed himself as an ‘interim’ CEO. The lawsuit said the company’s
stocks plunged. In December [2017], he died.

“While the shareholders call the decision to hire Harrison ‘outrageous,’
‘reckless’ and ‘grossly negligent,’ the board of directors casts the decision
differently. The board says that the lawsuit ignores the company’s financial
successes since Harrison was hired, including an overall surge in stock
prices and a rise in market value.

“‘Plaintiffs contend that the Board’s supposed failure to vet Mr. Harrison’s
medical condition led to his compensation and the reimbursement being
“lost and wasted” because “a vibrant and fully functioning Harrison was
necessary for any possible chance of success,” even though CSX’s market
capitalization has continued to grow by the billions in the months after Mr.
Harrison’s passing,’ the board’s motion reads. If Blazs grants the board’s
motion, then the lawsuit is dead. If he rejects it, then the shareholders might
be able to proceed to a jury trial where they will argue that the board of
directors should pay restitution and damages.”

CSX FLORIDA PANHANDLE ROUTE LINE-SALE DEAL FALLS THROUGH

JACKSONVILLE, Fla., Jan. 21, 2019, Trains News Wire — It’s a failure to
launch for the Florida Gulf & Atlantic Railroad.

Federal regulators had approved the sale of 373 miles of CSX
Transportation trackage across the Florida Panhandle, effective Jan. 6, but
CSX and short line operator RailUSA scuttled their deal last week. 

“CSX and RailUSA were unable to come to terms on a transaction for CSX
tracks through the Florida Panhandle,” CSX said in a statement. “CSX will
continue to evaluate options for the rail line and will continue
communicating with customers, union representatives, and employees as
we move forward.”

In November regulatory filings with the Surface Transportation Board,
RailUSA said it would acquire CSX’s Tallahassee Subdivision between
Baldwin, Fla., and Chattahoochee, Fla., the P&A Subdivision between
Chattahoochee and Pensacola, Fla., and portions of the Bainbridge
Subdivision between Tallahassee and Attapulgus, Ga.

The Florida Gulf & Atlantic planned to hire 37 people in Tallahassee to run
the railroad.

Florida Gulf & Atlantic was to be the second acquisition for RailUSA, a new
company headed by Gary Marino, an industry veteran who founded
shortline holding companies RailAmerica and Patriot Rail. RailUSA is a
subsidiary of International Rail Partners. Both companies are based in Boca
Raton, Fla.

The Panhandle route once hosted Amtrak’s Sunset Limited, which ran
between Orlando, Fla., and Los Angeles. It was cut back to a New
Orleans-Los Angeles routing after Hurricane Katrina damaged Gulf Coast
trackage east of New Orleans in 2005.

The line currently is Class 4 trackage with maximum speeds of 60 mph for
freight trains. CSX has rerouted most through traffic off the Panhandle line
to its parallel route via Waycross, Ga., and Montgomery, Ala.

RailUSA officials did not immediately respond to a Trains email seeking
comment.

It was unclear whether the government shutdown — which includes the
STB — would have an impact on CSX’s ability to spin off the line to a new
operator.

The line sale was scheduled to be the second in CSX’s line-rationalization
program. The first was the Decatur & Eastern Illinois Railroad, which Watco
began operating in September.

CSX TRANSPORTATION SETS U.S. OPERATING RATIO RECORD

JACKSONVILLE, Fla., Jan. 17, 2019, Trains News Wire — CSX
Transportation set a record for the lowest U.S. Class I railroad operating
ratio in 2018 and expects the key measure of efficiency to drop below 60
percent this year, a year ahead of schedule.

“What an incredible year,” CEO Jim Foote said on the railroad’s earnings
call on Wednesday.

CSX’s operating ratio was 60.3 percent for the year, a 7.1-point improvement
over 2017. For the fourth quarter, the operating ratio was 60.3 percent, as
well, down slightly from 60.7 percent in the fourth quarter a year ago.

Although CSX is still in the early innings of its shift to Precision Scheduled
Railroading that began in 2017 under the late CEO E. Hunter Harrison, Foote
said further progress on whittling down the operating ratio will be more
gradual.

CSX reported that its fourth-quarter operating income increased 11 percent,
to $1.2 billion, on revenue of 3.1 billion, a 10-percent increase. Quarterly
earnings per share was $1.01, up 58 percent from 64 cents a year ago when
adjusted for the impact of restructuring costs and tax reform. The results
topped Wall Street analyst estimates of 99 cents per share, according to
I/B/E/S.

For the year, CSX reported that its operating income rose 31 percent, to $4.9
billion, as revenue surged 7 percent, to $12.2 billion.

“You really have to love being in the rail industry right now,” Foote says.

For the quarter, volume and revenue was up in all three CSX business
segments. 

Merchandise carloads rose 4 percent, coal shipments were up 3 percent
thanks to exports, and intermodal gained 2 percent. Within the merchandise
segment, all categories were up except for fertilizers, which were affected
by a plant closure in Florida and lower exports. 

CSX’s key operating metrics improved year-over-year, with fourth-quarter
train velocity rising 17 percent, terminal dwell improving 13 percent, and the
number of cars online dropping 10 percent even as traffic volume increased.

Foote touted these improvements while noting that the railroad still has a
long way to go regarding the most important metric: On-time performance.

For the quarter, on-time originations rose a point to 78 percent, while
on-time arrivals rose 2 points to 58 percent. The on-time arrival figure
improved to 60 percent for the year, up from 56 percent in 2017 and 55
percent in 2016, the last full year before the railroad adopted Precision
Scheduled Railroading.

Foote said CSX showed dramatic improvement in on-time performance in
the first two weeks of January, but did not elaborate.

Mark Wallace, executive vice president of sales and marketing, said the
railroad has an “intense focus” on raising its car trip-plan compliance
figures.

Wall Street analysts did not ask CSX executives to comment on criticism of
Precision Scheduled Railroading from BNSF Railway’s outgoing executive
chairman, Matt Rose. Rose contends that the operating model does not
improve service and poses a regulatory risk for the industry.

Foote says CSX’s improved service will enable the railroad to regain market
share lost to trucks over the years.

CSX expects volume and revenue growth in merchandise, coal, and
intermodal segments this year. Overall, the railroad expects low single-digit
revenue growth in 2019.

The railroad, which completed a $5-billion share buyback program last year,
will begin another $5 billion share buyback effort this year. 

CSX also will continue to scale back its capital budget. CSX spent
14-percent less on capital expenses in 2018 and expects to spend between
$1.6 billion and $1.7 billion this year, down slightly from last year.

Not included in the capital budget: $91 million the railroad has pledged to
invest in the Howard Street Tunnel clearance project in Baltimore. CSX
pulled out of the project in 2017, citing its costs. The railroad once again
wants to partner with state and federal officials on the project, but has
scaled back its contribution by about $50 million. 

Maryland officials aim to secure additional funding to enable double-stack
intermodal moves through the tunnel.
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RECORD CARLOADS FOR PENNSYLVANIA
AUTHORITY, DELAWARE-LACKAWANNA

Jan 4, 2019, Railway Age - The Pennsylvania
Northeast Regional Railroad Authority’s (PNRRA)
designated common carrier rail operator, the

Delaware-Lackawanna Railroad Co., reported a second straight year of
record carloads.

The 9,453 carloads handled in 2018 are a 10% increase over 8,572 carloads
in 2017, which was the previous mark in the Authority’s 37-year history in
northeastern Pennsylvania.

“Rail freight carloadings are a national barometer and leading indicator of
economic and industrial growth in the United States and these all-time
records indicate how strong the rail freight renaissance is continuing in
Northeastern Pennsylvania”, said Larry Malski, President of the PNRRA.

The D-L, which interchanges with Norfolk Southern in Scranton, celebrated
its 25th anniversary in 2018.

At the same time, the DL has been awarded a $686,000 grant from the
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation to rebuild another track in
Green Ridge Yard in Scranton, to accommodate the additional traffic on the
PNRRA system.

“These additional yard tracks in Green Ridge prove the old adage that
history is repeating itself in northeastern Pennsylvania since these yard
tracks were torn up by the previous owner over 40 years ago and now, with
the rail freight industry growing again, the need is there for more track
capacity,” said Malski.

The Authority operates 100 miles of track in northeastern Pennsylvania.

NORFOLK SOUTHERN SUES PITTSBURGH OVER
LANDSLIDES

PITTSBURGH, Dec. 21, 2018, Railway Track &
Structures - Norfolk Southern has filed a lawsuit seeking $1.1 million from
the city of Pittsburgh to cover damages and repairs from two landslides in
2016.

The Class 1 contends the city failed to properly maintain the hillside above
the tracks along West Carson Street, thereby causing the incidents. The
railroad also claims Pittsburgh ignored a request for hillside maintenance
after the first, smaller landslide in May of 2016.

In the lawsuit, filed Dec. 10 in Allegheny County Court, the railroad says that
the city owns property on Mt. Washington that slid onto its Mon Line tracks
in both incidents. The second landslide forced Norfolk Southern to close
the tracks for 10 days. Those tracks are of particular importance to Norfolk
Southern, providing the only route through the city for double-stack traffic.

Norfolk Southern also asked for a court injunction forcing the city to
regularly maintain its property on Mt. Washington, according to the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.

Neither the mayor’s office nor attorneys for Norfolk Southern could be
reached for comment.

NORFOLK SOUTHERN TO DROP INTERMODAL SERVICE OFFERINGS

NORFOLK, Va., Jan. 4, 2019, Trains News Wire — Norfolk Southern will drop
intermodal service in more than two dozen lanes in February, March, and
April as the railroad looks to simplify its fast-growing intermodal network.

“In an effort to improve service on the overall Norfolk Southern intermodal
network, we are making targeted changes to our service offerings,” the
railroad said in a Jan. 2 service advisory. “These changes are designed to
reduce train plan complexity along key routes, allow for greater operational
flexibility, and improve terminal fluidity in key markets.”

Some of the domestic service being dropped involves shorter hauls, such
as between Rossville, Tenn., and Greencastle, Pa.; Atlanta and Morrisville,
Pa.; and Charlotte, N.C., and Miami via Florida East Coast interchange at
Jacksonville, Fla.

NS will no longer handle trailers in 10 lanes effective Feb. 11. Among them:
Between Chicago and Austell, Ga.; Jacksonville; and Morrisville and
Bethlehem, Pa. 

“The headline here is that NS is pulling back on trailer activity in major
lanes,” says intermodal analyst Larry Gross. 

Total North American trailer loads rose 10.9 percent last year, well above the
4.4-percent growth in container traffic, Gross points out.

Trailers remain a small percentage of intermodal traffic, however, and are
out of favor at Class I railroads because they chew up train and terminal
capacity. Unlike containers, trailers cannot be stacked and take up more
space.

NS also will end international container service in seven lanes on Feb. 11,
including between Chicago and Ayer, Mass., as well as between New
Orleans and Austell; Birmingham, Ala.; and Jacksonville. Also on the
international chopping block: Service linking Charleston, S.C., with
Birmingham, Ala., and St. Louis.

NS said that “viable alternative routing options may be available via other
nearby terminals.”

The announcement comes less than a month after NS and Union Pacific
informed shippers of major reductions to their interline service involving
hundreds of origin-destination pairs.

The latest moves at NS are part of a broader Class I railroad trend toward
simplifying their intermodal networks to focus on service between major
terminals, Gross says. Railroads say this will help improve service
reliability.

But it also runs counter to an underlying supply chain trend, partly driven
by e-commerce, toward a more dispersed movement of goods, Gross says. 

As shippers want to connect more dots on the map, railroads are offering
service between fewer dots. It’s unclear what the Class I railroad shift to
more higher-volume, point-to-point networks will mean for long-term
intermodal growth, he says.

NS declined to say what the latest round of changes would mean for its
intermodal volumes. Most of the changes appear to be in relatively
low-volume lanes.

NS led the big six Class I systems in intermodal growth in 2018. Its
intermodal volume was up 7.3 percent last year, according to its
Association of American Railroads’ weekly carload reports.

NS GREENCASTLE INTERMODAL TERMINAL STOPPAGE PLANNED

GREENCASTLE, Pa., Jan. 18, 2019, Herald Mail Media, Hagerstown, Md. —
A $97 million railroad terminal touted as a milestone and a landmark project
when it was built six years ago in Antrim Township will halt operations for
at least a year.

Norfolk Southern has informed Franklin County officials and developers in
the area of the intermodal facility on Antrim Commons Drive that it will wind
down operations over the next several months.

L. Michael Ross, Franklin County Area Development Corporation’s
president, said this is not the end for the facility built with private and
public money.

“They are not necessarily going to close it permanently. They are going to
idle it,” Ross said. “They’re doing some internal restructuring.

“They got a lot of federal and state dollars to build this intermodal. They are
sensitive to that. With the restructuring, probably within the next 12 to 18
the Greencastle intermodal will be back in use.”

A call and an email to Norfolk Southern were not immediately returned
Friday.

When it opened, it was reported that the facility created 126 jobs.

Ross expects the idling will occur in April.

The opening of the terminal in 2013 came with great fanfare after Norfolk
Southern searched up and down the eastern part of the U.S. to locate a new
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A STRING OF SOUTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA

TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY AEM-7
LOCOMOTIVES AT FRAZER, PA., BEFORE

RELOCATION TO MORRISVILLE, PA., AND

LEASE WORK ON NJ TRANSIT - GARY

PANCAVAGE

terminal. It was reported then that about half of the terminal price tag came
from Pennsylvania.

“Norfolk Southern financially did very well last year, but the year before,
they were fighting off an acquisition that I think diverted a lot of time and
energy,” Ross said. “They are looking now at how they are going to
restructure a lot of their train movements.

“They have been disappointed that they haven’t been able to drive more
traffic to this intermodal at this point.”

In contrast, Ross said the CSX intermodal in Chambersburg is looking to
expand. He added that Norfolk Southern has two train yards in Harrisburg
that are very busy.

“Part of this reorganization will see, at a minimum, Greencastle as an
overflow for Harrisburg within the next 12 to 18 months,” Ross said.

Pat Coggins of Atapco, owner of Antrim Commons Business Park, said two
tenants use the railroad, but do not depend on the intermodal facility.

“We thought the intermodal would attract more tenants to our property,” he
said. “We haven’t found that yet.”

NorthPoint Development is currently building its second million-square-foot
warehouse for a so-far unnamed business. “Our tenant for that building is
upset,” NorthPoint Vice President Brent Miles said of the development.

Ross said he was taken aback by the news, but the facility is still a benefit.

“That gets people’s attention,” Ross said. “There must be something going
on if Norfolk Southern invested $100 million there. These projects build on
one another.

“I think it will have a nominal effect on what we’re doing. It will likely be
back in full operation by the time anyone who’s building would be done
anyway.”  (Article courtesy of Bill Seigford)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN FACILITATED OVER $1.5 BILLION IN INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT IN 2018

NORFOLK, Va., Jan. 10, 2019, Norfolk Southern News – Norfolk Southern
generated more than 60,000 carloads of new rail traffic in 2018 through
collaborative efforts that helped 90 industries locate or expand business
operations along the company’s rail lines.

The 72 new and 18 expanded industries across 17 states represented an
investment of $1.5 billion by Norfolk Southern customers. This commercial
development is expected to create nearly 3,000 new customer jobs and
contribute to the economic vitality in communities across the railroad's
service area.

“This broad-based industrial growth in our service region reflected ongoing
economic strength throughout 2018,” said Jason Reiner, assistant vice
president industrial development. “We saw strong investment in
manufacturing projects and good activity related to our chemicals and coal
franchises. Our current project activity suggests 2019 will be similarly
productive.”

Norfolk Southern works with state and local economic development leaders
on projects involving site location and development of infrastructure to
connect customers to its rail system. The railroad provides free and
confidential facility location services, including industrial park planning,
site layout, track design, and supply-chain analysis.

Among the largest development projects that generated new annual rail
carloads on Norfolk Southern in 2018 were a new tissue mill in Circleville,
Ohio; an advanced-technology saw mill in Talladega, Alabama; a new
consumer-goods manufacturing facility near Martinsburg, West Virginia; a
manufacturing facility in Blythewood, South Carolina, that produces film
products used in packaging; and new coal mines in Indiana and
Pennsylvania.

During the past 10 years, Norfolk Southern’s Industrial Development
Department has participated in the location or expansion of 899 facilities
that represents private investment of nearly $60 billion and creation of more
than 40,000 direct new customer jobs in territory the railroad serves. 

NEW JERSEY GOVERNOR SIGNS LEGISLATION
REFORMING STATE TRANSIT AGENCY

TRENTON, N.J., Dec. 20, 2018, Trains News Wire
(Edited) – Gov. Phil Murphy has signed legislation

to comprehensively reform NJ Transit’s governance and management to
improve service and reliability for New Jersey commuters. The bill includes
reforms to NJ Transit’s board of directors to make it more responsive to
commuters; expands oversight over NJ Transit, both by the public and the
Legislature; institutes regular disclosure of accident and safety
performance reports; strengthens whistle blower protections; and creates
Customer Advocate and Chief Ethics Officer positions within the agency.

“Rebuilding NJ Transit for the one million New Jersey residents who ride
the trains and buses every day has been a priority since I began my
campaign for governor,” says Gov. Phil Murphy. “Thanks to our actions in
partnership with our colleagues in the Legislature, NJ Transit will now be
able to direct its efforts more efficiently and effectively to improve safety,
reliability, and services for commuters. I am proud to sign a bill into law that
is committed to putting NJ Transit on a positive track moving forward.”

Primary sponsors of the bill include Senators Loretta Weinberg, Thomas
Kean, and Linda Greenstein; Assembly members John McKeon, Daniel
Benson, Patricia Egan Jones and former Senator Robert Gordon.

PTC REQUIREMENTS LEAD NJ TRANSIT TO RUN CAB CARS IN FRONT
OF LOCOMOTIVES

TRENTON, N.J., Jan. 4, 2019, Trains News Wire — NJ Transit’s efforts to
meet the Dec. 31, 2018, deadline for installation of positive train control
equipment has led to an unusual sight: cab-control cars running in front of
locomotives on some trains.

Those cab cars, which are closed to passengers, have PTC equipment
installed, allowing NJ Transit to operate locomotives which have not yet
been equipped, NorthJersey.com reports. The transit agency had 282 cab
cars and locomotives equipped by Dec. 31, but roughly 150 other cab cars
and locomotives still need the equipment installed. “We’re pursuing
creative, ‘out-of-the-box’ solutions and expending every available resource
to maximize service delivery,” NJ Transit spokesman Jim Smith told
NJ.com.

NorthJersey.com also offered more
details on NJ Transit’s lease of
seven AEM-7 locomotives from the
Southeastern Pennsylvania
Transportation Authority, which had
recently retired the locomotives.  A
SEPTA spokesman said the
locomotives are being leased for
$250 a day for six months, a total of
$315,000 for the duration of the
lease. The locomotives are
PTC-equipped, helping NJ Transit
meet the Dec. 31 deadline. NJ.com
said NJ Transit did not immediately
respond to questions how the leased
locomotives would be used.

PATCO TO ISSUE NEW TICKETS FOR 50TH

ANNIVERSARY

CAMDEN, N.J., Jan. 21, 2019, The Associated Press
(AP) — A Pennsylvania-New Jersey rapid-transit

system has announced it will issue new paper tickets to commemorate a
transit line's 50th anniversary.

The Courier-Post reports PATCO officials said they will start issuing tickets
with the 50th anniversary logo starting Tuesday and continuing through the
rest of 2019.

PATCO General Manager says the logo will be on tickets valid for one-way
or round trip rides from stations on the Lindenwold-to-Philadelphia line.
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The Freedom Fare smart cards will not change in appearance.

PATCO began its rail service on Feb. 15, 1969.

It will hold events to celebrate its anniversary on Feb. 15 from 7 a.m. to 9
a.m. at all stations.

SEVERAL LIGHT RAIL PROJECTS TO DEBUT
IN 2019

Jan. 16, 2019, Railway Age - Construction
continues at numerous projects across the U.S., Canada, and Mexico. These
include Maryland’s Purple Line light rail, the Dulles Corridor Metrorail
Project, phase two of Charlotte’s CityLYNX Gold Line, Denver’s North Metro
line, the Southwest light rail transit project in Minneapolis, and the Long
Island Railroad third track from Floral Park to Hicksville. 

The Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA) is
spending $177 million to restore long-discontinued service to Wawa, Pa.,
on the Media/Elwyn line by 2021. 

PRR, PRSL & LIRR EVENTS IN FEBRUARY

Feb. 1, 1902 - All PRR commuters in Wilmington, Del., area are now to have
photo identification on season tickets because of past abuses in loaning
them to other parties.

Feb. 1907 - Work begins on Sunnyside coach yard in Queens, New York
City.

Feb. 14, 1912 - PRR Board rescinds resolution of Mar. 18, 1903 calling for
enlargement of Broad Street Station with new freight station at 20th Street;
approves new plan for expanding tracks between Broad Street and 20th
Street.

Feb. 27, 1917 - Eastbound Mercantile Express, stopped at Mount Union, Pa.,
rear ended in fog by preference freight PG-20 doing 50 MPH; three steel
sleepers on rear telescoped; all 20 passengers in rear car Bellwood killed.

Feb. 10, 1922 - PRR’s Atlantic City Limited runs in 8 sections with 2,065
passengers for Lincoln’s Birthday holiday; 8 sections run extra with 2,043
passengers on Feb. 11.

Feb. 7, 1927 - New office building at 15 North 32nd Street in West
Philadelphia completed. (This building still exists today as part of Drexel
University).

Feb. 6, 1932 - PRR begins first of 14 “patriotic” guided tours to be run every
other week from New York, Philadelphia and Wilmington to Washington,
D.C., at low fares.

Feb. 17, 1937 - Work on Harrisburg electrification begins; Paoli-Thorndale
and Trenton Cut-off contracted to Vare Brothers Construction Company;
Thorndale-Harrisburg/Enola to McCloskey & Co.; Philadelphia area to
Loucheim, Brown & McDonough; Port Road to Arundel Corporation.

Feb. 27, 1942 - Altoona Car Shop completes experimental P60 troop car No.
6850 based on X38 automobile box cars; steel frame with wood sides.

 Feb. 18, 1947 - Eastbound Red Arrow derails at Bennington Curve just west
of Horseshoe Curve at 3:21 AM and rolls down the mountainside; 24 are
killed, including 6 postal clerks, and 126 injured. See Inside the Back Page.

Feb. 11, 1952 - LIRR announces it has engaged color designer Howard
Ketcham (1902-1982) to redesign interiors of passenger cars.

Feb. 6, 1957 - Budd "Pioneer III" lightweight, lower center-of-gravity
demonstrator cars delivered to PRR at Midvale, Philadelphia; tested on The
Keystone and Trains No. 44-45 between Pittsburgh and Chicago.

Feb. 25, 1962 - Last run of passenger trains Nos. 638-645 between
Harrisburg and Hagerstown; ends passenger service on Cumberland Valley
west of Lemoyne.

Feb. 1, 1968 - Pennsylvania Railroad Company absorbs New York Central
effective 12:01 AM; renamed Pennsylvania New York Central Transportation
Company; at 12:04, name "Penn Central" is unveiled on Perlman's business
car parked in Suburban Station, Philadelphia.

CHRISTOPHER T. BAER, HAGLEY MUSEUM AND LIBRARY VIA  PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER, PRRT&HS - USED WITH PERMISSION

TIMETABLE 02-19
For Lancaster Chapter News, 

see “INSIDE THE BACK PAGE”

<>

Saturday, Feb. 2, 2019

Super Saturday Streetcar Special XXV on SEPTA
by the Wilmington Chapter, NRHS/Steve Barry. 
Info: www.wilmingtonchaptertrips.com

Saturday, Feb. 9, 2019

Philadelphia Chapter, PRRT&HS Meeting at the
Drexel Hill Methodist Church, 600 Burmont Rd.,
Drexel Hill, PA 19026.  Info: www.philaprrths.com

Thursday, Feb. 14, 2019

 Æ  Valentine’s Day   Æ

Saturday & Sunday, Feb. 16-17, 2019

Greenberg’s Great Train & Toy Show at the Chase Center on the Riverfront,
815 Justison St., Wilmington, DE 19801.  Info: www.trainshow.com

Saturday & Sunday, Feb. 22-23, 2019

Spring Thaw Train Meet at the Allentown Fairgrounds - Agri Plex, 1930 W
Chew St., Allentown, PA 18104.  Info: www.allentowntrainmeet.com

Saturday, Mar. 2, 2019

Thirty-Third Annual Harrisburg Railroad Show & Collectors Market
sponsored by the Harrisburg Chapter, NRHS at the I. W. Abel Union Hall
(Steelworkers Union), 200 Gibson St., Steelton, PA  17113. Donation at the
door-$5.00, under 12, free. Info: Mark Irvin, 3814 Leyland Dr.,
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050. Phone: 717-732-3867 or irvinwepfer@msn.com. 

Saturday & Sunday, Mar. 2-3, 2019

Roundhouse Model Train Show at the B&O Railroad Museum, Pratt Street,
Baltimore, MD.  Info: www.trainshow.com

Thursday-Saturday, Mar. 21-23, 2019

2019 NRHS Spring Conference in Birmingham, AL.  Info: www.nrhs.com

 Saturday, Mar. 30, 2019

Philadelphia Chapter, PRRT&HS Meeting at the Drexel Hill Methodist
Church, 600 Burmont Rd., Drexel Hill, PA 19026.  Info: www.philaprrths.com

Tuesday-Saturday, May 7-11, 2019

 2019 NRHS Convention in Salt Lake City, UT.  Info:  www.nrhs.com

Wednesday-Saturday, May 15-18, 2019

PRRT&HS Annual Meeting/Strasburg at Wyndham Lancaster Resort and
Convention Center, 2300 Lincoln Hwy E, Route 30, Lancaster, PA, 17602,
717- 299-5500.  Info: www.prrths.com

Sunday, May 19, 2019

PCC II Trolley Excursion in conjunction with the East Penn Traction Meet
in Allentown, Pa. on May 17-19, 2019. 11: 00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M., departing
from SEPTA’s Elmwood Depot traversing  SEPTA Routes 11, 13, 34 and 36.
$45.00 per person. Snacks and drinks will be available for purchase on the
car.  To  reserve  a  seat,  please mail  check  for  $45.00,  made out to  FPT, 
INC., to  Harry Donahue,  103 Mulberry  Court,  Morgantown  PA  19543.  
Need  more  information?  Contact Harry Donahue  at HAD2709@aol.com or
Bill Monaghan at TROLLEYDRIVER@comcast.net.

http://www.wilmingtonchaptertrips.com
http://www.philaprrths.com
http://www.trainshow.com
http://www.allentowntrainmeet.com
mailto:irvinwepfer@msn.com.
http://www.trainshow.com
http://www.nrhs.com
http://www.philaprrths.com
http://www.philaprrths.com
http://www.nrhs.com
http://www.prrths.com
mailto:HAD2709@aol.com
mailto:TROLLEYDRIVER@comcast.net.
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CRAIG LEFEVER 

PHOTO - SRR

RICK MUSSER

PHOTO - SRR

BUDD COMPANY AD ENVISIONING THE METROLINERS BEING PLACED IN SERVICE BY THE

PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD IN 1967.

300 GAP ROAD, ROUTE 741 EAST

 STRASBURG, PA

 WWW.RRMUSEUMPA.ORG

717-687-8628

Saturday, March 9, 2019 - Reading on the Rails Day

Sunday, March 10, 2019 - Charter Day

Saturday, April 6, 2019 - Rails & Ales

Sunday, June 30 - Sunday, July 7, 2019 - Reading Railroad Days

STRASBURG RAIL ROAD

301 GAP ROAD, RONKS, PA 17572

WWW.STRASBURGRAILROAD.COM

1-866-725-9666

Saturday, Feb. 16, 2019 - Start of 2019 Operating Season

Weekdays, March 18- April 5, 2019 - Lancaster, Oxford & Southern Motorcar

Monday-Friday thru Nov. 8 2019 - Shop Tour at 12:00 P.M.

STRASBURG NAMES NEW LEADERS

STRASBURG, Pa., Dec. 28, 2018, Trains News Wire
The Board of Directors of the Strasburg Rail Road,
America’s oldest short line railroad and one of
Pennsylvania’s leading tourist attractions, announce
Craig Lefever as its newest President and Rick
Musser, Jr., to the position of Chief Mechanical
Officer. The two positions were previously held by
Linn Moedinger, who retired on Dec. 21, 2018.

Lefever, who was hired by Strasburg in 1987,
becomes the 8th president to lead the company’s
tourism, mechanical, and freight operations. Prior to
taking the helm, Lefever served as vice president
and general manager since 2011. During his 31-year
tenure, Lefever held the positions of compliance
officer and car shop supervisor. Lefever resides in
Millersville, Pa. 

As CMO, 32-year Strasburg veteran Musser is
responsible for the oversight of all mechanical staff
and the completion of mechanical projects
including all of SRC’s rolling stock and contracted
work for other railroads. Prior to being named CMO,
Musser served as vice president and assistant CMO.
During his tenure at SRC, Musser held various

positions including locomotive shop foreman, boiler shop foreman,
engineer, and fireman. Musser is a member of the National Board of Boiler
Inspectors, where he reviews and writes rules for the National Board
Inspection Code. He is a Norfolk & Western enthusiast and resides in
Strasburg, Pa. 

JANUARY, 2018

CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES

There are no Membership Meeting Minutes to report -
there was no Regular Membership Meeting in January. 

THIS MONTH’S BANNER PHOTO

METROLINER 50TH ANNIVERSARY

Penn Central postcard promoting the new Metroliners.  On Jan. 16, 1969, the
first "Metroliner" high-speed trains, Nos. 2000-2001, began operation
between New York and Washington; consisted of General Electric cars Nos.
880, 881, 859, 858 and 854, all parlors and snack-bar coaches.

OPERATION LIFESAVER REMINDS YOU...

Trains and cars don't mix. Never race a train to the crossing — even if
you tie, you lose.

http://www.rrmuseumpa.org
http://www.strasburgrailroad.com
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INAUGURATED ON FEBRUARY 21, 1929, THE BLUE COMET WAS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE

COACH PASSENGERS WITH DELUXE EQUIPMENT, ACCOMMODATIONS, AND SERVICE AT A

REGULAR COACH FARE. THE FIRST REVENUE PASSENGERS TO BOARD THE CNJ'S NEW FLAGSHIP

AT COMMUNIPAW TERMINAL WERE MISS BEATRICE WINTER AND MISS HELEN LEWIS OF

NEW YORK. AS THE BLUE COMET MADE ITS WAY TO ATLANTIC CITY, IT WAS PUT ON DISPLAY

FOR PATRONS, RAILFANS, AND LOCAL RESIDENTS TO SEE AND INSPECT. THOUSANDS OF

SPECTATORS ALONG THE LINE CAME TO SEE THE NEW TRAIN. THIS WAS DUE IN PART TO A

CLEVER AD CAMPAIGN VIA RADIO AND NEWSPAPER WHICH SPURRED PUBLIC INTEREST.

B&O EA 51 IS GETTING A COSMETIC RESTORATION AT

THE B&O RAILROAD MUSEUM IN BALTIMORE  PHOTO -
WAYNE LAEPPLE

SEABOARD AIR LINE RAILROAD ORANGE BLOSSOM SPECIAL POSTCARD POSTMARKED AT

FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA ON APRIL 5, 1955. POSTAGE WAS 2 CENTS!

2019 NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS ARE DUE NOW!
Don't miss the train!  Please remit your 2019 National N.R.H.S. dues
payment before the March 31, 2019 deadline.  If your dues payment is not
received and properly recorded before March 31, 2019, your membership in
the N.R.H.S. will be terminated.  Renewals submitted after April 1, 2019 will
be processed as a new member. Lancaster Chapter dues are no longer
included in your National renewal and must be paid directly to the Chapter. 

Thanks for your continued and loyal support.   

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY - 1929

FIRST STREAMLINED EMC PASSENGER UNIT BEING
RESTORED AT THE B&O RAILROAD MUSEUM

BALTIMORE, Md. Jan. 23, 2019, Trains News Wire — An
under-the-radar restoration project to cosmetically
restore the first streamlined Electro-Motive diesel
passenger locomotive is well under way at the B&O

Railroad Museum. Built in
1937, B&O EA No. 51 was
the first unit with a
rakishly sloped front end,
which later evolved into
the more familiar EMD
"bulldog" nose. 

When it emerges from the
shop, it will sport original
details later removed.
According to Jamie
Partridge, restoration
s h o p  ma n ager ,  a
composite replica of the
original pilot, which
featured a cowling over a
retracting front coupler,

and a long gone stainless steel ornamental device that wrapped around the
leading edge of the hood will be included, along with stainless steel trim
around the doors and windows.

At some point in the unit's service life, the original sheeting on the body

was replaced with aluminum, and the resulting electrolytic reaction with the
steel frame members caused the sheeting to crumble from the inside out,
Partridge pointed out. All the sheeting on both sides of the locomotive has
been removed, and new sheeting is being prime painted on both sides
before installation. The steel framing was needle scaled and treated with
rust preventative paint. In addition, cushioning strips have been glued to
the frame to insulate the sheets from the framing.

While seeking original paint, Partridge and his crew found on the rear of the
locomotive, the original number 51-A in gold leaf, a detail that will be
replicated. The original colors — royal blue, medium gray, and a pale yellow
gold — have been analyzed and matching modern formulations found. 

The restoration of No. 51, while not an operational restoration, is one of the
most important projects in railway preservation today, since museum
visitors will see all the original details of the locomotive that overcame the
steam locomotive just as people saw it when it was delivered in 1937.

RAILROAD MUSEUM OF
PENNSYLVANIA COMPLETES FUND-
RAISING FOR FIVE RESTORATIONS

STRASBURG, PA., Jan. 23, 2019, Trains
News Wire — The Railroad Museum of

Pennsylvania has reached its $250,000 goal for the Ready For The
Roundhouse FUND-RAISING campaign for the preservation of five historic
steam locomotives.

The nonprofit Friends of the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania took the
lead in the Ready For The Roundhouse campaign, which was kicked off
with a special $50,000 matching fund challenge from the Pennsylvania
Railroad Technical & Historical Society. The campaign began in November
2016 and the $250,000 goal was met in December 2018.

The five steam locomotives that are part of the Ready For The
Roundhouse campaign are keystone pieces which are listed on the
National Register of Historic Places and are part of the famed
Pennsylvania Railroad Historic Collection. They include Pennsylvania
Railroad M1b No. 6755, K4s No. 3750, L1s No. 520, H10s No. 7688, and
B6sb No. 1670. These engines, along with the restored E6s No. 460, are
slated to take their place in the Museum’s to-be-built roundhouse, for
which ground could be possibly broken this year.

The majority of the stabilization work on the five locomotives will be
undertaken by outside contractor Sandman’s Sandblasting & Coatings of
Manchester, New York and will be overseen by Museum rolling stock
curator/restoration shop manager Allan Martin. Museum volunteers and
staff also are committing time, work and resources to the project. 

SOMETHING TO WARM YOU



LANCASTER DISPATCHER FEBRUARY   2019PAGE 11

PRR DETROIT FORM RED ARROW AND DETROIT ARROW BROCHURE 

ISSUED SEPT. 22, 1937.

“INSIDE THE BACK PAGE”
UPCOMING LANCASTER CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

FEBRUARY, 2019 - NO CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP MEETING THIS MONTH

FEBRUARY  11, 2019 - MONDAY, 7:00 PM - CHRISTIANA FRT. STA. - LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE

MARCH 10, 2019 - SUNDAY, 2:00 AM - DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS. TURN CLOCKS AHEAD ONE HOUR

MARCH 17, 2019 - SUNDAY, 2:00 PM - CHRISTIANA FREIGHT STATION - CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Join us for the first Regular Chapter Membership Meeting in 2019.

APRIL 8, 2019 - MONDAY, 7:00 PM - CHRISTIANA FREIGHT STATION - CHAPTER BOARD MEETING

 

72 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH - FEBRUARY 18, 1947

Newspaper article from The Altoona Mirror



LANCASTER CHAPTER, INC.
NATIONAL RAILWAY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
10 RAILROAD AVENUE

CHRISTIANA, PA  17509-1416
PHONE: 610-593-4968
CHAPTER WEBSITE: WWW.NRHS1.ORG

THE LANCASTER DISPATCHER IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY AS THE

NEWSLETTER OF THE LANCASTER CHAPTER, NRHS AND IS E-MAILED TO

EACH MEMBER OF THE CHAPTER AS ONE OF THE BENEFITS OF

MEMBERSHIP. ANNUAL LANCASTER CHAPTER  MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE

$20; $22 FOR FAMILY MEMBERSHIP, PLUS $12 IF YOU DESIRE A

MAILED NEWSLETTER. NATIONAL NRHS DUES ARE MAILED

SEPARATELY.  OPINIONS AND POINTS OF VIEW EXPRESSED HEREIN ARE

THOSE OF THE EDITOR, STAFF OR CONTRIBUTORS AND NOT NECESSARILY

THOSE OF THE MEMBERSHIP, OFFICERS, OR THE NRHS. THE DEADLINE

FOR ALL ITEMS SUBMITTED IS THE THIRD MONDAY OF THE PRECEDING

MONTH. ADDRESS CHANGES OR CORRECTIONS SHOULD BE SENT TO:
HAROLD SHAAK, P.O. BOX 813, ADAMSTOWN, PA 19501-0813 OR

EMAIL: HSHAAK@DEJAZZD.COM.

LANCASTER CHAPTER, N.R.H.S.

10 RAILROAD AVENUE

CHRISTIANA, PA 17509-1416

Forwarding and Address Correction Requested

FIRST CLASS MAIL

PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY

FIRST
CLASS
MAIL

LANCASTER DISPATCHER PAGE 12 FEBRUARY  2019

LANCASTER CHAPTER BOARD of DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT:  TOM SHENK 717-560-1186 TSHENK@NRHS1.ORG

1ST VICE PRESIDENT: HAROLD SHAAK 717-484-4020 HSHAAK@DEJAZZD.COM

2NDVICE PRESIDENT: GLENN KENDIG 610-593-6313 CINDYKENDIG@YAHOO.COM

SECRETARY:  DONETTA EBERLY 717-866-5514 SPECKEBERLY@YAHOO.COM

TREASURER: RICHARD RUTLEDGE 717-741-0205 RRUTLEDGE@NRHS1.ORG

EDITOR: ED MAYOVER 302-834-3662 EMAYOVER@NRHS1.ORG

HISTORIAN: TOM MCMASTER 717-274-5325 PRRTOM@COMCAST.NET

1ST DIRECTOR: CINDY KENDIG 610-593-6313 CINDYKENDIG@YAHOO.COM

2ND DIRECTOR: STEPHEN HIMPSL 717-285-4283 SHIMPSL@AOL.COM

NATIONAL REP: TOM STECKLER 610-593-2594 THOMAZ@COMCAST.NET

CHAPLAIN: DAVID STAMBAUGH 717-292-1726 CHAPLAIN@NRHS1.ORG

CHAPLAIN: CELL PHONE 717-683-3053

MEMBERSHIP MEETING NOTICE

LANCASTER CHAPTER, N.R.H.S.

LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE

CHRISTIANA FREIGHT STATION

10 RAILROAD AVENUE, CHRISTIANA, PA

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2019, STARTING AT 7:00 PM


